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Iraq cancels Beirut flights 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq on Monday cancelled all direcl flighis 
to and from Lebanon became of “inadequate securiiv” at Beirut’s 
international airport a reliable source said. The ’source, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, said the civil aviation dep- 

airp ?l ,har “Middle East Airlines 
(MEA) flights between Beirut and Baghdad were cancelled as of 

JJy J?l ber no J i «.*’ MEA Station manager in Bag- 

hdad, Abdul Latif Hamandi, could not be reached for com mem 
A telephone operator at the MEA office here, confirmed that 
flights between Beirut and Baghdad were cancelled ” The sou- 
rce said Me Iraqi civil aviation department’s cable to Beirut air- 
port did not mention any reason for cancelling direct fli E his The 
source, however, noted that MEA advised “some three months 
ago by the Iraqi authorities that the Beirut flight was a major 
concern to Iraq due to inadequate security at Beirut airport.” 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 

The next issue of the Jordan Times will appear on 
Thursday, Dec. 27, 1 984 due to the Christmas holiday. 
The editor and staff of the Jordan Times wish readers 
and advertisers a va*y happy Christmas. 
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Jordanian student 
dies in Sofia 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A cable rec- 
eived Monday by the Foreign Min- 
istry from the Jordanian embassy 
in Bulgaria said that Jordanian 
student Imad Yussef Jawhari. stu- 
dying at the Sofia University, has 
died. The cable did not give the 
cause of his death. The Foreign 
Ministry asked his family to call at 
the Consular Department in the 
ministry. 

Pakistan detains 2 
opposition leaders 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistani mil- 
itary authorities detained two lea- 
ding opposition politicians Mon- 
day on the eve of an opposiiion 
rally, opposition sources said. 
They said Khwaja Khairuddin. 
secretary general of the Mov- 
ement for the Restoration of 
Democracy (MRD). and Sherbaz 
Mazari, president of the banned 
National Democratic Party 
JNDP) were detained at their hou- 
ses in Karachi, capita] of Sind pro- 
' vince. Both leaders were due to 
speak against the military gov- 
ernment during a rally here Tue- 
sday at the mausoleum of Pak- 
istan's founder, Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah, to mark his birthday. 

Soviet parliament 
team leaves Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — A Soviet par- 
liamentary team left Kuwait 
Monday after a one-week visit 
during which it called for a U.N-- , 
sponsored conference to end the : 
Middle East conflict. During the 
visit, members of parliament from 
both ceaftCftes- issued-a joint sta- 
tement calling for withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from occupied Arab i 
territory. Kuwait is the only mem- 
ber of the Gulf Cooperation Cou- 
ncil. which also includes Saudi' 
Arabia. Bahrain, Qatar, Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates, ro 
have diplomatic relations with the 
Soviet Union. 

Tikhonov shortens 
visit to Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Soviet Prime 
Minister Nikolai Tikhonov has 
shortened a visit 10 Turkey beg- 
inning Tuesday in order to return 
early to Moscow, a Turkish For- 
eign Ministry spokesman said 
Monday. He said Mr. Tikhonov 
would leave Turkey on Thursday 
morning instead of flying to Ist- 
anbul as planned for a da/ s sig- 
htseeing. “ He has to be in Mos- 
cow.” the spokesman said without 
elaboration. Turkey was told of 
the change Sunday night, he said. 
Tikhonov to sign accords in Tur- 
key, page 2 

Tureiki in Syria 

DAMASCUS (API — Libyan 
Foreign Minister Abdul Salam 
Tureiki arrived in Damascus 
Monday for talks with Syrian off- 
icials, the official Syrian Arab 
News Agency SANA reported. 
The agency did not spell out the 
issues that will be discussed by the 
two allies in the Arab World. But 
reliable sources in the Syrian cap- 
ital, who requested anonymity, 
said Mr. Turetkfs talks were exp- 
ected to focus on the Iran-Iraq war 
and the recent resumption of dip- 
lomatic relations between Jordan 
and Egypt. 
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Bethlehem celebrates 
Christmas under shadow 
of Israeli occupation 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 rivals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


The Associated Press 

BETHLEHEM, occupied West Bank — The 
town where Jesus was born was decked with 
gaily coloured streamers and lights on Chr - 
istmas Eve Monday, contrasting sharply 
with the olive-drab uniforms of the Israeli 
occupation troops in charge of security. 


On rooftops surrounding Man- 
ger Square, soldiers carried rifles 
and trained binoculars on the 
crowds below. Others, with exp- 
losive detectors, checked all those 
entering the square. 

A green-clad woman soldier 
passed a detector over the body of 
a Palestinian girl entering the squ- 
are to participate in a scout pro- 
cession. The eight-year-old girl, 
Miriam Salah. laughed and said ‘ it 
tickled.” 

Israel, which occupied Bet- 
hlehem and the rest of the West 
Bank in the 1967 war. maintains 
tight security in the town. Soldiers 
and policemen patrol the narrow 
winding streets and Manger Squ- 
are where the Church of the Nat- 
ivity stands. 

Bethlehem was rxpccting up to 
80.000 pilgrims iv»r the holidays. 
Groups of visitors from the United 
States. Europe and Asia mingled 
in the square with BerhJehem res- 
idents wearing Arab headdress 
and black-clad nuns arriving for 
prayers. 

The' Church of the Nativity 
dates to the fourth century-when 
the Emperor Constantine erected 
a basilica on the site where tra- 


dition says Jesus was born. 
Brown -flocked Franciscan monks 
swept the stone-tiled floors to 
prepare them for Christmas ser- 
vices. The church complex, res- 
tored by crusaders in 1 2th century 
and built like a small fortress, is 
shared by Roman Catholics. Ang- 
licans. Greek Orthodox and Arm- 
enian Orthodox. 

Outside the church, a 10-meirc 
Christmas tree stood next to the 
Bethlehem police station and a big 
screen where the midnight mass 
will be shown live via closed - 
circuit television from inside the 
church. 

The midnight service in the 
Franciscan Church of Si. Cat- 
herine’s. which is part of the 
Church of the Nativity complex, 
will also be broadcast live to doz- 
ens of countries all over the world. 

Bethlehem, which means house 
of bread in Hebrew and Christ’s 
language of Aramaic, nestles in 
the hills, some eight kilometres 
south of Jerusalem. Its name is 
suggestive of the fertile valleys 
and rich olive groves w hich s ur- 
round the town of 15.000 built on 
several hills dotted with sand- 
coloured stone houses. 


The town’s population is mostly 
Christian, but Muslims live here 
too and directly opposite the 
Church of the Nativity stands a 
mosque. Five times a day the 
church bells coincide with the call 
of Muslim clergymen urging the 
faithful to prayer. 

Elias Freij. the Christian mayor 
of Bethlehem and a leading Pal- 
estinian moderate, said that Israeli 
Prime Minisier Shimon Peres was 
expected to attend the town dur- 
ing the celebrations Monday — 
the first ever Christmas visit by an 
Israeli premier. 

- “ Jt is a nice gesture and I wasn’t 
surprised,” the mayor said in an 
interview in his office where a 
small Christmas tree twinkled 
with lights. “I hope that 1985 will 
be year of political initiatives and 
moves toward solving the lsrael- 
Arab conflict.” 

The mayor said he hoped “Isr- 
aeli leaders will have the courage 
and wisdom to negotiate a ter- 
ritorial compromise with King 
Hussein.” 

Mr. Peres’s Labour Party adv- 
ocates a “territorial compromise” 
based on the return of major pop- 
ulation centres to Arabs with the 
exception of Jerusalem. But no 
Arab leader has yet indicated a 
willingness to agree to anything 
less than a full Israeli withdrawal 
from territories occupied in 1967. 

"There cannot be a military sol- 
ution only a political solution to 
the conflict,” Mr. Freij said. “King 
Hussein wants to trade territory 
for peace and I agree with- this 
formula. The best solution is coe- 



NGOS GRADUATED: Public Seeurily 

Director General Lieutenant-General Diab Yusef 


presents an award to a non-commissioned officer 
who graduated Monday (See story on page 3k 


Ustinov’s remains interred; 
Chernenko absent at funeral 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Leaders 
of the Soviet Union’s Communist 
Party, government and military 
Monday interred the ashes of 
Defence Minister Dmitri Ustinov 
in the Kremlin Wall in a grand 
state funeral. 

Marshal Ustinov's remains, car- 
ried into square in a black urn 
born by a gun carriage and acc- 
ompanied by goose-stepping sol- 
diers. were placed into a niche 
among Soviet politicians, soldiers 
and other heroes.- 

Prcsident Konstantin Che- 
rnenko did not attend the funeral 
■and diplomats said the freezing 
weather rather than ill health pro- 


xistencc between Arabs and 'bably kept him away. 


Masri briefs Greens delegation 
on Mideast peace prospects 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — -Foreign Minister 
Taher A1 Masri met Monday with 
members of a visiting West Ger- 
man official delegation from the 
Greens Party and held talks with 
them on the latest Middle East 
developments and Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations, a West 
German embassy official said. 

Charge d’ Affaires Rodiger 
Lempsaid the seven- mem her del- 
egation was briefed by Mr. Masri 
on prospects for peace in the reg- 
ion and the possibility of a future 
Jordanian-Palestinian con- 
federation. 

Mr. Lemp. who attended the 
meeting, said in a telephone int- 
erview with ihe Jordan Times that 
Mr. Masri explained to the del- 
egation that the framework for 
such a confederation has been 
. agreed on and that details are to 
be agreed on in the ongoing 
Jordanian-Palestinian dialogue. 

During the meeting with the 
delegation, which is on the third 
leg of a tour which also took them 
■to Lebanon and Syria, Mr. Masri 

Mubarak said 
to welcome 
meeting with . 
Peres next year 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak was quoted 
by a U.S. congressman Monday as 
saying he welcomed a meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minisier Shi- 
mon Peres. 

John Kasich. an Ohio Rep- 
ublican, said after 75 minutes of 
talks with Mr. Mubarak that the 
Egyptian leader “prefers to see a 
steady but gradual improvement 
in relations with Israel, but he bel- 
ieves it will take time.” 

Mr. Kasich told a news con- 
ference Mr. Mubarak “did say 
that he welcomes a meeting with 
Prime Minister Peres next year 
■some time” 

“But he would prefer for that 
meeting to be able to produce 
some kind of results,” he added. 

The congressman quoted Mr. 
Mubarak as saying; " I am very 
Open and very candid. 1 am willing 
to have this meeting. I think that 
having this meeting is a good 
idea." 


explained the Kingdom's search 
for a just and permanent solution 
to the Palestinian problem and 
total Israeli withdrawal from occ- 
upied Arab territories. 

Mr. Masri also renewed Jor- 
dan'scall for an international con- 
ference to be held under United 
Nations' auspices involving all 
parties to the Middle East conflict. 
including the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

At the meeting, the delegation, 
which includes two members of 
the West German parliament 
(Bundestag), called on Israel to 
withdraw from the occupied Arab 
territories and stressed the pri- 
nciple of non -admissibility of the 
acquisition of land by force. Mr. 
Lemp said. 

The delegation is planning to 
cross the King Hussein Bridge to 
the occupied West Bank Tuesday 
to meet with representatives of 
Israeli peace movements and Pal- 
estinian leaders to discuss the Pal- 
estinian problem and Israel’s occ- 
upation of the Arab territories. 

Mr. Lemp said the Israeli aut- 
horities might not allow Miss Hei- 


nrich into the occupied territories. 
However, he said, an Israeli dec- 
ision to deny Miss Heinrich entry 
for her outright support of the 
PLO could be embarrassing to the 
Israeli authorities as Miss Hei- 
nrich carries a diplomatic passport 
in her capacity as member of the 
European Parliament. 

During their stay here, the del- 
egation met with PLO officials 
and were hoping to meet later 
Monday with PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat who is currently here 
for talks with Jordanian leaders. 

In Lebanon, the delegation, 
which includes Greens Party 
member of Arab origin, Moh- 
ammad Azazmah, 34, and West 
German journalist working for 
Der Stern magazine Jochen 
Schildt, met with Prime Minisier i 
Rashid Karami. former Premier 1 
Salim Hoss and cabinet members 
Nabih Berriand Walid Junblatt as 
well as Palestinian refugees and 
Lebanese fighters. 

In Damascus, they met with off- 
icials of Syrian-based Palestinian 
commando groups and Syrian off- 
icials. 


Rival Lebanese leaders 
threaten air, sea traffic 


Officials at the Red Square cer- 
emony gave no reason for Mr. 

Chernenko’s absence. 

Mr. Chernenko. 73, suffers 
from emphysema, a chest com- 
plaint aggravated by extreme cold. 

The tern perature in central 
Moscow was minus 22 degrees 
Centigrade (minus seven Fah- 
renheit) as the politburo members 
in heavy coats and warm fur hats 

Iraq vows 

if*p * BOLOGNA, Italy (R) — At least 
J-'T LiX U 16 people were killed by a bomb 

--- £ which tore through a train cro- 

Iran IOT Wded with holiday makers in a 

tunnel under the central Italian 
Apennine Mountain range Sun- 
POll LlCdl day night, police said Monday. 

* B On Sunday night the Civil Pro- 

CAlntlATl tection Ministry reported that at 

iJV-JJL Li LIUIA least 25 people had died, but by 

BAHRAIN (AP) — An Iraqi dawn this morning the confirmed 
commander declared Monday death toll stood at 16, with more 

that his country has acquired new l ^ aD 100 people injured, 
effective weaponry that it will use Anonymous telephone callers 
to "pressure” Iran into dropping to Italian news media claimed res- 
its quest for a military solution to ponsibility for the blast on behalf 
the 51-month-old Gulf war. of at least seven political org- 

Meanwhiie. Iraqi Foreign Min- anisations. some right-wing some 
ister Tareq Aziz called on the left-wing and some unknown. 
45-member Organisation of Isl- ' Fifteen bodies were pulled from 
antic Conference (OIC) to take th « wrecked carriages after they 
the suitable measures to force Iran were towed out of the tunnel io 
to accept the OIC call for peace. tlle small station of San Benedetto 
The Iraqi push for political and v al Sambro on ihe main line 
military pressure on their Gulfwar between Florence and Bologna, 
foe came in the wake of Iran’s rej- An injured woman died later in 
ection of a bid for peace made by hospital. 

the OIC foreign ministers con- Railway officials said it was still 
ference that concluded Saturday' possible other bodies might be 
in Sanaa, Yemen. found in lhe wreckage of the exp- 

The Iraqi commander. General ress which had been carrying some 
Hamed Ahmad was quoted bv the ^00 people, many of them winter 


ascended Lenin's Mausoleum for 
the funeral parade. 

It was so cold that the metal ins- 
truments of the military band for 
the funeral were covered with felt. 

Marshal Ustinov, who died last 
Thursday after a bout with pne- 
umonia and complications from 
surgery, had lain in state for two 
days in the black-draped Hall of 
Columns. 

He was cremated overnight and 
his ashes pui into a cylindrical 
black urn that in turn was placed 
into a palanquin covered with pla- 
stic flowers and leaves. 

A gun carriage bore the pal- 
anquin from the House of Unions 
to the Kremlin, flanked by soldiers 
who goose stepped slowly across 
Revolution Square, to the strains 
of Chopin's Funeral March. 

Senior military officers headed 
the cortege carrying his many 
awards on small red cushions. Fol- 
lowing behind the gun carriage, 
towed by an armoured vehicle, 
were relatives and friends of the 
dead man. 

Grigory Romanov. 61 the pol- 


iburo member who headed the 
funeral commission, and Bul- 
garian Defence Minister Dobri 
Dzhurov gave orations praising 
Mr. Ustinov's career and life. 

Marshal Ustinov's successor as 
defence minister. Marshal Sergei 
L. Sokolov, then gave a funeral 
oration, praising Marshal Ustinov 
as *■ a talented leader and man of 
high sense of duty” and lauding hi* 
achievements for the armed for- 
ces. 

Most NATO countries boy- 
cotted the funeral, which they 
deemed a military parade, in pro- 
test against the five-ycar-okLSov- 
iei intervention in Afghanistan. 
Only Greece and Turkey sent dip- 
lomats to ihe ceremony. 

In London, official sources said 


Arafat 
to visit 
Kuwait, 
S. Yemen 


KUWAIT { Agencies ) — Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat is 
expected to visit Kuwait Wed- 
nesday tor talks with the emir. 
Sheikh Jabvr At Ahmad A1 Sabah. 
Palestinian sources here said 
Monday. 

Mr. Arafat, currently in 
Amman, will then coon to Aden, 
south Yemen, with his senior aide 
in ihe Fateh group. Salah khaki), 
who is already in Kuwait. 

The sources, quoted bv Reu- 
ters. did not disclose the purpose 
ol the Aden visit. South Yemen, 
along with Algeria, has been at the 
foretront oi efforts to bridge div- 
isions which have split the PLO 
and heal the rift between Mr. Ara- 
fat and Syria. 

The sources also said top-level 
PLO delegation u ill » bit Moscow 
soon at the inv itation ol the Soviet 
authorities. 

They said ihrce PLO Executive 
Committee members — Mah- 
moud Abbas. Fahd Oawasmeh 
and Jawid Al Gussan — would 
visit ihe Czechoslovak capital 
Prague on Jan. 2 for three days 
before going on to Moscow. 

In Amman, a PLO spokesman 
said Mr. Arafat had lunch Monday 
with King Hussein after a working 
dinner between the two leaders 
and Jordanian and Palestinian off- 
icials Sunday night. 

The King’s talks with the PLO 
leader covered the situation of 
Palestinians under Israeli occ- 
upation. and reactions to the mee- 
ting in Amman of PNC, the Pal- 
estinian official, quoted by Reu- 
ters said. 

The Palestinian delegation with 


the decision to stay away was in Mr Ara f ai included the newly 
line with past procedure by major L q ecled PNC speaker. Sheikh 


NATO countries and followed 
routine consultations. 

The speeches lasted barely 30 


Abdul Hamid Al Saeh. Mr. Ara- 
fat’s military deputy Khalil Al 
Wazir (Abu Jihad), two members 


minutes, unusually brief by Soviet of the PLO Executive Committee 
standards, and were an indication and Mr. Arafat’s political adviser. 


of how cold it was. 


Hani Al Hassan. 


16 die in Italian train blast 


BEIRUT (AP) — Rival militia and and apologised for the inc- 
leaders traded threats to disrupt ident. 

air and sea travel from Lebanon The PSP later issued a sta- 
Monday after militiamen vied to temeni saying it had been believed 
prevent a Paris-bound jetliner Mr. Hashem himself was on 
from taking off because it was car- board, 
rying the 13-year-old daughter of 

a cabinet minister. Israelis ambushed 

Officials of both warring mil- 
itias said they would no longer Reporters in Sidon, provincial 
permit the other side to control capiti of the occupied south, said 
main travel facilities. Militiamen resistance forces ambushed an 
mam Beirut’s international air- Israeli patrol on the coastal hig- 
port, while their rivals have for hway south of the city at 7:50 a.m. 
years run the main passenger sea- (0550 GMT) Monday, 
port of Jounieh. just north of the The telephoned reports to Bei- 
capita). Beirut port does not serve rut said one Israeli jeep and on 
passenger ships. half-track armoured vehicle were 

A Paris-bound Middle East Air- hit by rocket-propelled grenades 
lines jet was delayed for two hoars and an Israeli helicopter removed 


holiday makers, from Naples to 
Milan. 

Among organisations imp- 


lnvesiigators said initial evi- 
dence was that a timed device had 
been placed on a luggage rack. 


lieu ted by the callers were the far- Some speculated it could have 
right Ordine Nuovo (New Order) been put on board at Florence, 
and the far-left Red Brigades. But "There could have been hun- 
funher callers denied both claims, dreds of dead.” regional fire bri- 
sade inspector Cesare Sangiorgi 


Investigators were struck by ihe 
similarity with a bomb blast on 
another vain in the same tunnel 
which killed 1 2 people in August. 
1974. 


said. "If steel plaie twisted by the 
explosion had gone under the 
wheels, the train would certainly 
have been derailed.” 


Thy. explosion wys chimed by . Sumvors reych.ng Milan Mon- 
ihe riehiisi Ordine Nero (black day spoke of moments of terror 
•order) croup, but three neo-fascist confuston when the rain gro- 

leaders brought to trial were ao,- 3 1,311 "> 1 ,un “ 3,l, r 3 

uiued for lack of proof. In another ^ 3,cm "S ™. ar - L 

outrage in the Bologna area, long *>»“ ™ Mown up in the res- 
controlled by Communist and lauram «-ar. 
left-wing administrations, SS peo- Concetta Boccia from near 
pie were killed by a bomb at the Naples said she got ”a blast of 


taurant car. 


left-wing administrations, S5 peo- Concetta Boccia from near 
pie were killed by a bomb at the Naples said she got ”a blast of 
city’s railway station in 1 9N0. It glass in the face. I thought: Som- 
was Western Europe’s worst sin- ebody's thrown a stone. Then a 


at the airport Sunday by mil- 
itiamen of the mostly Druze Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party { PSP) who 
blocked the runway, police said. 
The militiamen announced they 
would not let the plane go until 
Roula Hashem, daughter of Min- 
ister of Telecommunications Jos- 
eph Hashem, left the aircraft. 

PSP leader WaJid Junblatt later 
ordered his men to drop the dem- 


between five and eight Israeli cas- 
ualties in two trips from the scene. 

Military sources in Tel Aviv 
acknowledged that two explosions 
occurred near Sidon Monday 
morning as Israeli patrols passed 
by, but they said they had nothing 
on casualties. 

Reports from Sidon said Israeli 
troops made 20 arrests in villages 
near the ambush area. 


in Sanaa, Yemen. 

The Iraqi commander. General 
Hamed Ahmad was quoted by the 
Gulf News Agency as saying in. 
Baghdad that “new destructive 
weapons will give Iraq ample cha- 
nce to expand its blockade” on 
Iran’s Kharg Island key oil ter- 
minal in the northern war zone. 

■ ‘‘We shall do so without dra- 
stically affecting commercial nav- 
igation in the region or the int- 
ernational interests linked to the 
economic outlets of our sister 
Arab Gulf states,” he said without 
elaborating. 

Iraq introduced an air and sea 
blockade around Kharg at the out- 
set of the year to choke off Iran’s 
oil exports, the backbone of its 
economy, and has attacked dozens 
of oil tankers and freighters in the 
process. 

Since Dec. 8, the Iraqis, who 
reportedly received new long- 
range jet fighters from France, 
have stepped up attacks on shi- 
pping in Iranian waters. The 
commander said that Iraq was 
now capable not only of attacking 


gle post-war terrorist massacre. 

The latest bomb went off just 
after 7 p,m. (1S00 GMT) Sunday 
night, wrecking a second class car- 
riage and damaging two others 
towards the rear of the train when 
it was six kilometres into the 19- 
kilometre tunnel. 


woman shouted * it’s a bomb’ . Eve- 
rybody was bleeding. It was worse 
than the (19S0) earthquake.” 
The massacre on the eve of the 
Christmas holiday provoked out- 
rage and dismay that terrorism 
was still active after it seemed io 
have been crushed. 


Heavy turnout reported in Indian polls 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Mil- 
lions of Indian citizens voted 
Monday on the first day of a gen- 
eral election expected to give 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi a 
decisive mandate ro pursue the 
socialist and non-aligned policies 
of his assassinated mother. 

Mr. GandhPs governing Con- 
gress Party, long dominated by the 
late Indira Gandhi, campaigned 
largely on a wave of sympathy 
aroused by* her death and on the 
need to uphold her heritage. Con- 
gress seemed headed for a lan- 
dslide. wiih only the margin of its’ 
victory in doubt. 

When polls closed at 4 p.m. 
(1 030 GMT) in most places, many 
districts had reported early tur- 
nouts of up to 60 per cent, rel- 
atively heavy by Indian standards. 
Mrs. Gandhi was last returned to 
office in 1980 by a 57 per cent 


liament. seats decided Monday and most of 

Scattered violence marred ele- the others Thursday and Friday, 
ction day, though less than in Ballot boxes were to remain sea- 
many previous Indian elections, led until all the voting is com- 
Six persons were reported killed in pleicd. 

election frays in Bihar state. In Violence- torn Punjab and 

Uuar Pradesh sme, an ind- Assam states were excluded from 
ependem candidate died of tnj- the election, as was the city of 
uries he suffered in an attack by Bhopal, site of the gas disaster in 
unknown persons on election eve. which more than 2,000 died early 
One Communist Party worker was this month. 


killed in a clash with political opp- 
onents in Tripura in the northeast - 


Mr. Gandhi's party and opp- 
osition groups said the une- 


Another communist was reported .xpecredly large turnout would 
killed in Jhanjharpur in Bihar work in their favour jn electing a 
stare Monday by the explosion of a government until 1990. 


bomb he was carrying. 

Several persons were injured in 
a clash in Amethi. where Mr. 


“The mood of the people is 
pro-Congress. We will get much 
more than we need,” Mr. Gandhi 


Gandhi's estranged sister-in-law. told reporters when he joined 
Maneka Gandhi, waged a bitter early voters in New Delhi where 


.ships, but the terminal itself as turnout, giving her a two-thirds 
■well as economic installations ins- majority in the Lok Sabha, the 


ide Iran. 


Lower House of the Indian par- 


uphill campaign to unseat the 
prime minister in his own con- 
stituency. 

. The election was spread over 
: three days for security reasons, 
with 379 of the 542 Lok Sabha 


he is registered. 

In Mr. Gandhfs constituency 
Amethi scuffles broke out when 
Marieka forced her way into a pol- 
ling booth to protest about vote- 
rigging. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 

C- 

Numeiri sets up special 
tribunal to try opponents 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese President Jaafar 
Numeiri Monday set up a three-man tribunal to try 
208 political opponents charged with planning to 
topple his government. 


The official Sudan News Age- 
ncy (SUNA) said the group was 
headed by a leading Christian pri 1 
est. Philip Ghaboush, a Nubian 
from South Kordofan province in 
western Sudan. 

They were arrested last October 
and accused of recruiting retired 
servicemen and others to cany out 
anit-government activities. 
SUNA said. 

The tribunal, comprising a 
judge, an Islamic scholar and an 
army brigadier, was ordered by 
Mr. Numeiri to start its hearings 
within 10 days, the agency added. 
.Under Islamic Sharia Laws int- 
roduced in Sudan last year the 
accused could face death or life 
imprisonment and confiscation of 


property. 

Meanwhile Sudanese new- 
spaper on Moaday accused the 
Ethiopian government of all- 
egedly selling American and Eur- 
opean donated relief supplies to 
border traders in the Sudanese 
border town of Kassala. 420 kil- 
ometres east of Khartoum. 

The daily Al Sahafa (the press) 
said its reporters' investigations 
showed that Sudanese border tra- 
ders bought ""large quantities" of 
relief supplies from members of 
the Ethiopian army. 

Ai Sahafa claimed that the Eth- 
iopian government gave the relief 
supplies to its army, which in turn 
sold them for profit, and that Eth- 
iopian refugees affected by the 


drought and famine never 'rec- 
eived any supplies. 

AI Sahafa said the supplies, 
which include tens of thousands of 
milk powder bags and large qua- 
ntities of cooking oil, were sup- 
plied by the United States and the 
European Economic Community 
and were meant for the drought- 
ravaged Ethiopian provinces. 

Tens of thousands of Ethiopian 
refugees have in past months been 
crossing the border into Sudan, 
fleeing famine and fighting bet- 
ween the Ethiopian government 
and secessionist rebel groups. 

Sudanese and Ethiopian rel- 
ations have been strained for a 
long time with the pro-Western 
Sudanese government repeatedly 
accusing the Communist Eth- 
iopian government of col- 
laborating with its arch-enemy 
Libya by training Sudanese rebels 
and belping them infiltrate back 
into the country. 
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Tikhonov to sign * 
accords in Turkey 


TED IN ETHIOPIA:- Senator Edward Ken- Ethiopia. Sen. Kennedy was on tour of the several 
nedy, Democrat-Massachussettes, helps serve food camps that were set up to aid famine vic tims (AP 
to victims of the famine at the Bati refugee camp in wire photo) 


4 Britons trapped in Libya by politics 


France will continue to support Chad 9 


CAIRO (R) — Former French 
External Relations Minister Cla- 
ude Cheysson said Monday Fra- 
nce would continue to support 
Chad against any foreign invasion. 

"The French will keep assisting 
Chad in order that no foreign inv- 
asion could take place," he told 
reporters after a one-hour mee- 
ting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Mr. Cheysson said Libyan- 


backed rebels led by Mr. Gou- 
kouai Oueddei were “now weaker 
than ever before. Therefore there 
could be reconciliation around the 
head of state recognised by the 
whole of Africa, that is ( President) 
Hissene Habre." 

France, which sent 3,500 troops 
to Chad to back Mr. Habre, wit- 
hdrew them after signing a wit- 
hdrawal agreement with Libya on 


Sept. 17. French and Greek obs- 
erver officers are now working 
with the Libyans on implementing 
the accord. 

Mr. Cheysson, here on a private 
visit, said he discussed with Mr. 
Mubarak the Middle East sit- 
uation and Arab-European rel- 
ations. He becomes one of Fra- 
nce’s two European com- 
missioners in January. 


Norway protests over Iraqi missile attack 


OSLO (R) — Norway has pro- 
tested to Iraq after a Norwegian 
supertanker was hit by a missile 
from an fraqi warplane on Friday, 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Monday. 

The 114.099-ton Thorshavet, 
fully laden with crude oil, was hit. 
probably by an Exocei air- 
to-ground missile, as it sailed from 
Iran's main oil export terminal of 
Kharg Island on Friday. 

The spokesman said the attack 
took place outside the area Iraq 
has designated a war zone as part 
of its efforts to block Iranian oil 
exports. 

A . spokesman for the ship's 
owner. Thor Dahl of Sandefjord. 
Norway, said the tanker was.being 
towed to Dubai for repairs, but the 


breached tank had leaked oD over 
the weekend. 

He was unable to say how much 
oil had escaped into the sea but 
added that the fire on board was 
under control. 

The Norwegian News Agency 
NTB Monday reported that sev- 
eral Norwegian tanker owners 
have said they will not send their 
vessels to Kharg Island because of 
the attack on Thorshavet. 

Some 24 of the 26-strong crew 
of the supertanker an-ived in 
Norway Sunday night from Teh- 
ran. Of these. 18 were Norwegian 
and six were from the Spanish city 
of La Comna. 

Meanwhile, Iraq called on Isl-' 
arafc’hations Sunday to condemn 


Iran for rejecting an' Islamic res- 
olution aimed at ending the Gulf 
war. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz made the call in a message to 
the secretary-general of the Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) and all Islamic foreign min- 
isters, the official Iraqi News Age- 
ncy reported. 

He accused Iran of “immoral 
behaviour” by rejecting a Gulf 
war resolution at an OIC foreign 
ministers’ meeting in Sana’a, 
North Yemen, last week "after 
pretending to accept it” 

Iran, he said, had pretended to 
accept the resolution to deceive 
the conference and avoid a str- 
onger resolution. ■ 


LONDON (AP) — For Britons 
detained for seven months in Lib- 
ya gathered for a Christmas carol 
service in Tripoli on Sunday, 
bowed by the knowledge they are 
trapped in what Col. Mu am mar 
Oadhafi described ‘"a political 
matter." 

Libyan officials permitted sev- 
eral British reporters to attend the 
service in the Libyan capital a day 
after Col. Qadhafi was quoted as 
saying the Britons would only be 
released in exhcnage for Libyans 
detained in Britain, the British 
Broadcasting Corp-(BBC). rep- 
orted from Tripoli. 

Watched by Libyan guards, the 
prisoners sang carols at the service 
conducted by Terry Waite, an 
envoy of the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. the most Rev. Robert 
Runcie. Two have been charged 
with anti-Libya activities, while 
two are held without charges. 

"There is now no doubt wha- 
tever that these men are political 


hostages... helplessly stuck bet- 
ween two governments.” said 
BBC correspondent Kate Adie. 

British reporters quoted Col. 
Oadhafi as telling a news con- 
ference Saturday the Britons 
would not be released except on 
an. exchange basis — which Bri- 
tain's Conservative government 
has ruled out. Col. Qadhafi, pre- 
ssed on whether he will release the 
Britons, said it was "‘political mat- 
ter and requires a political sol- 
ution." 

In London, a Foreign Office 
spokesman, who spoke on con- 
dition he was not identified, Sun- 
day reiterated there would be no 
exchanges. 

Five Libyans are awaiting trial 
in Britain on charges of carrying 
out a bombing campaign last 
March against exiled opponents of 
Col. Oadhafi. 

Britain and Libya severed dip- 
lomatic relatinos last April when 


police besieged the Libyan emb- 
assy in London after a British pol- 
icewoman was killed by shots fired 
from the building at an anti- 
Qadhafi demonstration. 

The four Britons were picked 
up in the aftermath of the siege. 
None was charged until two were 
brought before courts this month. 

Teacher Alan Russell was cha- 
rged with trying to give inf- 
ormation to a BBC correspondent 
last May and oil engineer Malcom 
Anderson with carrying letters 
defamatory to Libya. 

University lecturer Michael 
Berdineer and British Telecom 
engineer Robin Plummer have not 
been charged. 

Rev. Waite arrived in Tripoli 
last week to plead for the Briton's 
release as a goodwill gesture. He 
said Sunday he had been promised 
a meeting with Col. Oadhafi. but 
added, “if I feel I'm just being 
strung along. I will return home.” 


ANKARA (R) — Soviet Prime 
Minister Nikolai Tikhonov arrives 
in Turkey Tuesday to sign two 
major economic agreements 
aimed at substantially increasing 
trade between the two countries. 

The Soviet premier and an ent- 
ourage of 90, including focr other, 
ministers and deputy ministers, 
will discuss with Turkish officials , 
mainly trade and commercial ties, 
but also political issues, Turkish 
officials said. 

Western diplomats said Turkey, 
whose leaders are deeply anti- 
communist, regarded the visit 
largely as a business affair and said 
expressions of warmth would be 
avoided. 

The trip was postponed by one 
day so that Mr. Tikhonov could 
join other Soviet leaders at Lhe 
Red Square funeral Monday of 
Defence Minister Marshal Dmitry 
Ustinov. 

Mr. Tikhonov, 79, is scheduled 
to have talks with Prime Minister 
Turgut Ozal and President K Ke- 
nan Evren. During his three-day 
stay in Turkey he will also go sig- 
htseeing in Istanbul, the Turkish 
officials said. 

He is due to sign a five-year 
trade agreement that will come 
into effect in 1986 and a 1 0-year 
economic cooperation accord, the 
officials said. 

Turkey will complain, however, 
at the Soviet Union's declaration 
of a 200-mile economic zone in 
the Black Sea, which has deprived 
Turkish fishermen of an annual 
catch of some 5,000 to 6,000 ton- 
nes of turbot, they said. 

Trade between the two cou- 
ntries is already set to double next 
year under existing deals, with 
Turkey exporting goods worth 
$290 million to the Soviet Union 
in 1985 and importing $280 mil- 
lion worth in return. 

The five-year agreement Mr. 
Tikhonov will sign envisages an 


Turkey 

increase to a total volume; of $6 
billion in 1990, the semi-official 
Anatolian News Agency reported. 

Turkey will buy Soviet natural 
gas from 1987 under a 25-year 
agreement signed earlier thfeyear, 
starting at 1.5 billion cubic metre; 
a year and rising to five or six bil- 
lion later. 

' In return, according to the 'test 
of the agreement published in 
September, Turkey will export 
cotton, grain, ferrour and noth 
ferrous metals, vegetable oils and 
industrial goods. 

Pricing arrangements for the 
Soviet gas have not been made 
public, but Western diplomats fact-' 
ieve Turkey succeeded in neg- 
otiating a price considerably lower 
than comparative petroleum pie- 
ces. 

Some aspects of the gas deal 
were still under discussion tsjhI 
could be resolved this week, t&ey 
said. 

Details of the five-year trade 
accord have not beenrevealedbut 
the diplomats expected it to inc- 
lude traditional Turkish exports 
such as textiles and foodstuffs in 
return for the gas and some Soviet 
oil. 

The Anatolian News Agency 
said talks would also cover bil- 
ateral, regional and international 
problems. The diplomats exp- 
ected Mr. Tikhonov to brief 
NATO member Turkey on the 
Soviet view of next month's sch- 
eduled U.S.-Soviet arms control 
talks in Geneva. 

He was also expected to press 
the idea of a nuclear-free zone m 
the Balkans and to discuss the 
Iran- Iraq war and the Cyprus gue'- 
stion. 

Mr. Tikhonov’s visit is tl&first 
high-level contact betwew the 
two neighbouring countrie^nce- 
then Foreign Minister Dter^Tur- 
kraen went to Moscow uvfiov- 
ember!9S2. • < 


Ozal party defeated in Turkish by-elections 


Turkey moving closer to ECr 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal's con- 
servative Motherland Party was 
defeated in a local mayoral by- 
election by the right-wing True 
Path Party despite a major cam- 
paign effort by governing party 
bosses. 

Mr. Ozal and several ministers 
campaigned in the Aegean town 
of Koycegiz last week but the 
party, jjost ground compared with 


nationwide local elections last 
March. 

The semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency said unofficial res- 
ults gave True Path candidate 
Orhan Koroglu 1.028 votes com- 
pared with 972 for the. Mot- 
herland Party candidate. 

The by-election was caused by 
the death of the True Path mayor’, 
who defeated the . Motherland 
candidate in March. 


Although both increased their 
votes Sunday, True Path boosted 
its share of valid ballots from 32 to 
41 per cent while the Motherland 
Party slipped back from 38 per 
cent to 31. 

The True Path Party was exc- 
luded from the general election in 
November last year by Turkey’s 
former military rulers and has cal- 
led for early elections in order to 
gala a place in parliament. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey's rec- 
ent economic openings to the out- 
side world have brought it closer 
to the European Community, a 
Turkish business leader said 
Monday. Mefcmet Yazar, cha- 
irman of the association of Tur- 
kish Chambers of Commerce, was 
speaking at the annual meeting of 
Jktisadi Arastirmalar Vakfi (Eco- 
nomic Research Foundation), a 
private body .that promotes 
Turkish-European - Community 
ties. 


“Every new step Turkey hikes 
in opening up to the outsidewprld 
brings it closer to the CommtaHty 
... this is why the issue' of 
Turktsh-EC integration has been 
taken out of the cooler,” Mr. 
Yazar said. 

Turkey, an associate member of 
the Community since 1963, has 
been liberalising its trade and cur- 
rency rules and * the market- 
oriented government of Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal says- full 
membership is its goal. 
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22:09 24 Hours: News Summary 22:30 
William Revisited 23:00 News Sum- 
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O&O0 VOA Morning: New?. Informal 
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turo Reports. Interviews. Answers to 
Listenders' Questions. Science Digest, 
Sports News at 30 minutes past the 
hour. 17:00 News 17:10 Newsline 17:30 
Music USA 18:00 News 18.10 Focus 
18:30 Special English News and Fea- 
lures 1*00 News 19:10 Newsline 19 JO 
Marine ShowZtfc 00 News 20:10 Focus 
ZlkJO Special English News and Pea- 
turn 21:00 Newsline America 21:30 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

PLAY 

* A play about the Great Arab Revolt 
and development of Jordan (local) at 
the Royal Cultural Centre ( Wednesday) 

CONCERT 

A concert by University of Jordan 
Musical Band at the University. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Culture! Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre ... 44371 

American Centre Library .... 41520 

British Council ...... 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Yourh City .. 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.WJ4.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library R43555 

MUSEUMS 


Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
Erst and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 JO p.m. 

L«h» Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
• the Ammon Hotel. 7 JO p.m.' 
Philadelphia Rotary Clob. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental HoteL 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Chib. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to 1 Rth 
centuries!. The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pm. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AI QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Na t ional Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paiqiings. ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 ajn. 

1 JO p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Cosed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military Mascu mj: 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a-m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic.) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of (he Annnncfartion (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church oT the AnnnndatJon (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian Cathofic Church Ashrafich. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafich. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafich. 771751. 

Amman IniernarionoJ Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisaoi. 816534. 
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AMMAN AIRPORT 
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ormaaon department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport tcL (08 1 53250. 
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MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port : 

— Argonaftis 

— Ibn Hazem 

— Marko Oroskovic 

— Ibn KhaJikan 

— Koral Queen 

— Kharaman Maras 

— Herald 

— Tuhobic 

— Farah One 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel; 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sell/buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64 AI 64.B 

Dutch guilder 1 14.7/ 1 15.4 

Egyptian guinea 296 300.6 

French franc 42.3/ 42.6 

Iraqi dinar 333/ 337 

Italian lire (for 100) 21/ 21 J 

Japanese yen (for 100) 162.3/ 163.3 

Kuwaiti dinar 1334/ ] 329 

Lebanese lira 44.9/ 46 J 

Omani riyal 1155.6/ 1164 

Qatari riyal 11(V luj 

Saudi riyal 113.2 / 114 

Swedish crown 45J/ 45.5 

Swiss franc > — 1565/ 157.4 

Syrian lira 38.7/ 40.3 

UAE dirham ....... ] 093/ l JO 

UJC. sterling pound 471.3/ 474.1 

U.S. dollar 403/ 405 

w. German mark 129/ 129.8 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

ft will be foggy in the morning, specially 
in hilly regions. Medium and high clouds 
will appear, with light and variable 
winds. In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Low/high temperature in deg.C. 
Amman x.. . 

#*** imi 

Jordan Valley l0/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13.6, Aqaba 20.6. Humidity 
raidings: Amman 64 per cent. Aqaba 
45 per cent. ^ 


01:15 Samuel Johnson 01:30 Top Twe- 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This information it supplied by Alia 
information department at the Queen 
Aha International Airport tel. (08) 
53200, where it should always be 
verified. 

ARRIVALS 


Cairo (MS) 

Karachi (PR) 

09JJ Ajaba/RJ) 

“J* Sanaa (IY) 

0M5 Dubai, Abo Dhabi (RJ) 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance 

Frrstaid, fire, police 

Blood bank - 

Civil Defence rescue .... 

Fire headquarters 

Police rescue 192, 

Police headquarters 

Traffic police 

Electric Power Co. 
Municipal water service 
Queen Alia 1st. Airport 


.. 193.775111 

199 

775121 

661111 

22090-3 

21111. 37777 

39141 

56390-1 

36381-2 

..... 771125-8 
.. (08) 53333 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre ...813813-32 
Khaiidi Maternity. J. Amu _ 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malbas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-4 

• Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen ....-...’777101-3 

Al-Basbir, J. Ashrafich 775111 

Army, Marka 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Al Najjar 775050 


Dr. Mohammad H. Azzam . 

Mreish pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Nuzha pharmacy 

Raw and pharmacy 

lyad pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Taxina taxi 

Jerusalem taxi 

Tamer taxi 

Kbaied taxi ] 

Kurdi taxi ......... 

Waddah taxi 

IRBID 

Dr. Mohammad Miqdadi 

Hanina pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mufeed Dhamra ........... 

Palestine pharmacy 


44660 
— 39655 
..666417 
..- 23715 
.. 841309 
..812454 


general 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel com plaints .... 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone: 

Information ; 12 

Jordan and Middle East cai ^r” 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or telegram "~Z. 1 i~ 

Repair service 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower price 1 

Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) — ........ 

Apple (star ken) 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans ..... 

-Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Chestnut l 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) ' 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 


In fls per kg. 

— 240/180 

240/180 

240/ 1R0 

— 280/240 

— 240 / 210 
..... 350/300 
..... 680 / 600 

— 140/100 

— 650/600 
--.140/100 

—.250/200 

— 320/270 

600 / 500 

-- 200/150 
..... IRQ / 150 

— IRQ/ 150 

— 140/100 
120/ 90 


Mallow 

Mandarin 

Marrow (large) 

Morrow (small) 

Onion (dry) ” 

Onion (green) 

(Sera ... — 

Oranges (Abu Surra) .. 
Oranges (Sbammouti) . 

Parsley 

Pears (American) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hot green) ...... 

Potatoes (local) 

Quince „„„„ 

Radishes 

Spinach .; 

Tomatoes i™. 

Turnip 


300/250 

150/100 

250/200 

380 / 300 

....... 170/140 

150/100 

650/550 

240/180 

....... 190/160 

80/ SO 

....... 540 / 480 

....... 250/200 

240/200 

180 / 150 

170/130 

90/ 60 

— 120/ M 

280/200 

140/100 


!E5 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:15 Ab u Dtabi. D^hT(GA) 

» Kuwait (KU) 

(KJ) 

London. Paris (RJ) 

!5:JJ New B Y< ^ k ' A “ stCTdmn (RJ) 

{mb Bucharest. Istanbul (Rj) 

!g! '---KCniSjgf, 

Madrid. Geneva (Rj) 

- BeinjI (MEA) 

— ... Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 
Cairo (RJ) 

«=T5aS{B{ 


u I 

■ Baghdad 1 


* Istanbul, Amsterdam (KLM) 

I Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

Beirut 

.......... — Aqaba 

Cairo (EA 

... — Athens (OA ( 

Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK 

Damascus. Rome (Alitalia) 

.. — Belgrade. London (RJ) 

Larnaca, Zurich (SR) 

Doha. Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GA) 

— Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah 


— Dhjthinff 

Bahrain, Doha 

— Jeddah . 

— . — Sanaa '(IY) 

.... Abu Dhabi, Dribw^l 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Archbishop Saieem A! Sayegh Monday add- 
ressed Chr^uaas t o pray to she Lord to safeguard His Majesty 
Kijg Hussein and those with good will throughout the world in 

JET !° # W 1? \ he , usu fP?? ri £ hl5 » of ihc Palestinian people and to 
liberate the Holy Land. The Archbishop also asked Christians to 
raise money and donations for 'poor people and to think of the 
people who are dying of famine in Africa. 

Committee investigates high phone bills 

AMMAN f Petra) Minister of Communications and Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation (TCC) Chairman Mohammad A1 
Zaben said that a committee has been formed to look into citizens' 
complaints regarding some high telephone bills. He also told the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, that citizens can request this 
committee to check their phone bills to ensure that they are 
correct. J 

No more Marlboros 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The government has totally refused to allow 
the import of Marlboro cigarettes or their sale in the local markets 
due to their high prices, according to a story published Monday in 
the local Arab daily At Ra'i. The report said that the banning of 

- Marlboro cigarettes was due to their relatively high prices, fixed 
by the manufacturing company, which also rise after adding cus- 
toms duty and profits. However, Kent cigarettes will be int- 
roduced to the local market very soon, the story concluded. 

Hikmat to award children’s painting 
prizes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture. Tourism and Ant- 
iquities Taher Hikmat will Thursday patronise a celebration at the 

- Royal Cultural Centre to distribute awards to Jordanian children 
whose paintings won prizes at the 26th exhibition for paintings, 
held in South Korea in August 1984. Meanwhile, the South 
Korean embassy in Amman extended an invitation to Dep- 
artment of Culture and An Director General Haider Mahmoud 
asking Jordanian children to take part in next year's paimine 
exhibition. 







University or Jordan President Abdul S&Iam AJ 
Majali (left) Monday addresses a meeting on a pro- 
posed cancer centre. The meeting was also attended 
by Minister of Labour and Social Development Tay- 


seer Abdul Jaber (second left) and General Union of 
Voluntary Societies Chairman Abdullah Al Khatib 
(third right) (Petra photo) 


min 


Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf Al Rawabdeh (second left) presents 
Minister of Agriculture Mohammad Al Bashir with a letter of thanks 
for the ministry’s efforts in beautifying Amman by planting trees and 
greenery (Petra photo) 

Rawabdeh thanks Agriculture ; 
Ministry for a ‘green Amman’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Agriculture Monday was pre- 
sented with the Amman Mun- 
icipality shield 3nd flag. Amman 
Mayor AbduJ Ra’ouf Al Raw- 
abdeh presented the shield and 
flag to Minister of Agricuhure 
Mohammad Al Bashir in app- 
reciation of the efforts being made 
by the ministry to achieve the 
mono of "green Amman" for the 
current year. The presentation 
was also made as an expression of 
the municipality's thanks and gra- 
titude for ministry's cooperation 
in this field. 


In a letter of thanks io the min- 
istry. Mr. Rawabdeh expressed his 
hope that cooperation will con- 
tinue between the municipality 

and the ministry for the benefit of 
public interest. The shield depicts* 
an Arab architectural design 
which consists of arches and the 
historical background of Amman. 
Attending the presentation cer- 
emony were Ministry of Agr- 
iculture Under-Secretary Salem 
Al Lawzi as well as a number of 
officials from the ministry and the 
municipality. 


Government to 
extend services 
to rural areas, 
Arar states 

ZARO A ( Petra) — Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of interior 
Suleiman Arar Monday said that 
the government is currently pla- 
nning to expand services to rural 
areas due to counter migration 
from urban to rural regions. 

During a tour of a number of 
villages in the Birein subdistrict. 
Mr. Arar added that the gov- 
ernment will, within its available 
capabilities, support all projects 
which will benefit citizens. These 
services, he said, include opening 
roads, electrifying rural areas and 
providing rural regions with a 
supply of water. 

Mr. Arar affirmed that the agr- 
icultural roads projects will be ref- 
erred to the Ministry of Public 
Works for study and that the min- 
istry will carry out all possible pro- 
jects. He also affirmed that the 
government has carefully studied 
the issue and sale of slate-owned 
lands and fixed the price per squ- 
are metre at a quarter of its cur- 
rent value. He also said that the 
government has decided to collect 
the amount in instalments to be 
paid over five years. 

.Qttfaens’ inquests 

The minister, also visited the 
-Bireio subdistrict where he held a 
meeting ai the village council and 
listened to citizens’ requests for 
projects and services. The sub- 
district comprises 1 3 villages. 

He also visited the Alouk. Sar- 
rout. Al Kamsha and Urn Rum- 
mana villages in the subdistrict 
and listened to citizens’ requests 
for their area. In response to cit- 
izens’ questions. Mr. Arar pointed 
out that the government can not 
build a secondary school in every 
village but that it can set up sch- 
ools that serve joint areas. 

Accompanying Mr. Arar on his 
tour were Zarqa District Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Al Deb'i and 
other officials. 


Zaben inaugurates Irbid 
electronic switchboard 


IRBID (Petra) — Minister of 
Communications Mohammad 
Addoub AJ Zaben Monday ina- 
ugurated the new electronic tel- 
ephone switchboard in Irbid. Dr. 
Zaben told the Jordanian News 
Agency. Petra, that the operation 
of Irbid’ s new electronic tel- 
ephone switchboard is part of the 
rural-urban communications pro- 
ject which is being financed by the 
Jordanian- French financial pro- 
tocol. Under this protocol 
112,000 telephone lines will be 
installed in various areas of the 
country, he added. 


The new switchboard in Irbid 
accommodates 19,200 telephone 
lines of which 10,600 have been 
allocated to the city of Irbid, the 
minister said. Dr. Zaben pointed 

out that the commissioning of this 
switchboard is a progressive cha- 
nge in t he quality and quantity of 
communications in Irbid Gov- 
emorate. which will enable tel- 
ephone subscribers to make int- 
ernational and automatic tel- 
ephone contacts directly and 
which will also connect 64 cities 
and villages in the govemorate. 


Nijm reiterates call to apply 
Islamic architectural designs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Public Works Rayef Nijm Mon- 
day called for highlighting the id- 
entity of the country when con- 
structing buildings, particularly 
public and government buildings. 
Every state has its specific identity 
which reflects the cultural and his- 
torical aspect of that country, Mr. 
Nijm said. 

Advocating an earlier decision 
by Prime Minister Ahmad Obe- 
idat to apply Islamic architectural 
designs for buildings, in Jordan, 
Mr. Nijm said that Jordanian bui- 
ldings have lost their Islamic and 
Arab architectural identity and 
have instead applied imported 
designs. 

The new designs, he added, do 
not conform with our local env- 
ironment and also exhaust the 
country’s reserves of hard cur- 
rency. The minister also noted 
that Jordan is rich in building mat- 
erials which were used over the 
Islamic ages. 

The prime minister's decision 
was therefore taken to induce a 
distinguished characteristic to the 
design of buildings in Jordan, thus • 
highlighting the national identity 
and reflecting the cultural identity 
of ouf Muslim and Arab peoples. 


Mr. Nijm added. 

The Islamic building design 
conforms with and is in harmony 
with our local environment and is 
a departure from luxurious life 
and unfamiliar designs, he said. 

Mr. Nijm pointed out that the 
Ministry of Public Works, the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, the 
Amman Municipality and the con- 
sulting engineering offices and 
other panics all adhere; jtp the dec : , 
isksn. • J i. 

Speaking about the work of the 
Special committee in charge of fol- 
lowing up on Islamic architectural 
design. Mr. Nijm said it does not 
contravene with the municipalities 
law or any standing legislation, 
neitherdocs ii contravene the laws 
on licencing buildings and the reg- 
ulations related thereto. 

The committee’s decisions on 
the issues referred to it about bui- 
lding designs are implemented 
through the Ministries of Public 
Works. Municipal and Rural Aff- 
airs and the Environment. 
Amman Municipality and thecon- 
suiting engineering offices, each in 
his field and within its terms of 
reference and regulations. 


Explorers’ illustrations depict history, development of Jordan 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Portrait of Nin- 
eteenth Century Jordan” is a col- 
lection of 20 individually hand- 
painted reproductions from the 
illustrations of four different exp- 
loring expeditions. These exp- 
editions were part of a wave of 
explorations into the rich and mys- 
terious lands east of Jordan River., 
Each one added tremendously to 
the topographical knowledge of 
the country and they determined 
the position of many ancient sites 
-marked only at random on pre- 
vious maps. 

Although these explorers left 
behind detailed descriptions of 
what they had seen, they also left 
-behind historic illustrations that 
will be open for Jordanians to see 
and admire as part of unique his- 


torical documents related to Jor- 
dan during the nineteenth cen- 
tury. The collection of ill- 
ustrations. carefully restored and 
reproduced through the ancient 
art of silk screening, brings home 
to Jordan a variety of images rep- 
resentative of its ancestral tre- 
asures, some now lost. 

Lieutenant W.F. Lynch was one 
of the earlier explorers who com- 
manded the United States Navy 
expeditions to the River Jordan 
and the Dead Sea in 1848. He 
spent some time in Karak. and 
from his records historians can 
leam about the miserable con- 
ditions there, years after its des- 
truction and evacuation by Ibr- 
ahim Pasha of Egypt. During their 
expedition. Lt. Lynch and his 
party met .the Majali and Halasa 
tribes of Karak. The surveys of the 
Lynch expedition changed all pre- 


vious western ideas about Jordan 
and the configuration of the Dead 
Sea. 

Lt. Lynch illustrated Wadi Al 
Mujib. which he described as fol- 
lows; "The stream, now eighty two 
feet wide and four deep, runs thr- 
ough the chasm ninty-seven feet 
wide, formed by high, per- 
pendicular cliffs and of san- 
dstone... all worn by the winter 
rains into the most fantastic forms, 
not unlike Egyptian architecture. 
It was difficult to realise that some 
were not the work of an”. 

Tristram’s expedition 

Another expedition was led by 
Dr. H. Tristram in 1864 under the 
auspices of the committee of gen- 
eral literature and education. Dr. 
Tristram examined the geology 
and natural history of the Dead 










AE-Malek Castle in Karak painted by Dr- Tristram’s exhibition in 1864. 


Sea and the districts of the Jordan 
River. His records were the most 
detailed known works on these 
areas during this period. His ill- 
ustrations of Skrimish of Ghor 
Al-Safi, AJ-Malek Castle Ruins at 
Al-Kifrein. which Dr. Tristram 
described as “ As by far the largest 
and richest oasis in the whole 
Ghor” , and Tunnel Entrance to 
Al-Karak where he said that ori- 
ginal entrances to the city of Al- 
Karak were through tunnels that 
led out onto the platform of the 
city. Dr. Trisiram also discovered 
the Palace of Al-Mashta, which 
made him the first person to place 
this ancient wonder on the map. 

Dr. Tristram’s second exp- 
edition was carried out in 1872 
under the auspices of the British 
Association and on this trip he met 
with historic figures of Trans- 
Jordan. 

A third expedition was carried 
out in 1875 by Selah Merrill, an 
archaeologist from the 
American- Pale stine Exploration 
Society. He found Amman and 
Jerash still uninhabited. Merrill 
documented the civilisation of the 
Bedouins, in the northern part of 
the Jordan Valley and also con- 
tributed two illustrations for pos- 
terity. “ Al-Salt”, which according ■ 
to Merrill had a population of . 
6,000 inhabitants primarily eng- 
aged in agriculture, and” Amman . 
on the Zarka River”, was, at the 
time of Merrills visit, still uni- 
nhabited. 

The fourth expedition was car- 
ried out in 1 884 by Herr Gottlieb 
Schumacher, an engineer and a 
junior member of the German 
Colony in Palestine. Herr Sch- 
umacher extended his research to 
Ajloun and surveyed the villages 
of northern Ajloun. Herr Sch- 
umacher left valuable records on 
the history of these northern lands* 
such as “Western Theatre, Umm 
Keis’ where he discovered two 
theatres, but he found this one to 
be better preserved. The “Cir- 
cular Vault Below the Seats, Wes- 


tern Theatre, Umm Keis”, he des- 
cribes a passage way to the seating 
above. 

Another contribution was from 
Major C. Condor, who visited 
Madaba in 1881 and 1882. Thr- 
ough his illustration “Columns at 
Madaba” and “Temple at Mad- 
aba" we leam of Christian tribes 
settling in Madaba after leaving 
Karak. 

Everywhere but Jordan 

Mr. Muslapha Hamarneh told 
the Jordan Times that whilst he 
was researching his Ph.D. dis- 
sertation “Social and Economic 
Transformation of Trans- Jordan” 
for his Doctorate at Georgetown 
University, he came across eng- 
ravings in antiquity archives in 
London. New York and Was- 
hington. Mr. Hamarneh added 
that some original engravings and 
illustrations can still be found in 
Damascus but, unfortunately, 
none are to be found in Jordan. 

Mr. Hamarneh said that some 
of these sites no longer exist and 
that some had been restored by 
the Department of Antiquities. 
He added that Jordan in the Nin- 
eteenth Century was referred to as 
the areas of Ajloun, Balqa and 
Karak and that Amman emerged 
as the capital after His Highness 
ordan. 

Emir Abdullah Bin Al-Husseirfs 
victorious entry to the city in 
March 1921. 

Mr. Michael Deerfield, pre- 
sident of the Eastern Art Sel- 
ections in Tradition Company, 
which is sponsoring the exhibition, 
said that this display of ill- 
ustrations is being held to clearly 
demonstrate the history of Jordan. 
He said that the artistic images ref- 
lect the historical research and 
traditions of the country, a history 
that is not widely known. A por- 
trait of Nineteenth Century Jor- 
dan will be opened at the Royal 
Cultural Centre on Dec. 27 and 
will run until Dec. 30. 


Khatib calls for implementation of special centre 

One in six Jordanians 
likely to contract cancer, 

scientific indicators say 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the Executive 
Board of the General Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) Abdullah Al Khatib Monday said that sci- 
entific indicators show the incidence of one cancer 
case among every six citizens in Jordan, a matter 
which he said calls for speedy implementation of the 
proposed cancer centre in the country. 


use and benefit to the public. 

Dr. Abdul Sal am Al Majali also 
addressed the audience and said 
that the unit ersity totally supports 
the proposed cancer centre bec- 
ause it is in harmony with the uni- 
\ ersity' s policy of ensuring int- 
eraction between the local com- 


Dr. Al Khatib. who was add- 
ressing a meeting at the University 
of Jordan, said that a campaign for 
raising JD 1 million which is the 
cost of financing the first stage of 
the JDK million proposed cancer 
centre, has been launched. 

Speaking about the national 
working team in charge of the can- 
cer centre project. Dr. Khatib said 
that the group has started drawing 
up its concepts and plans nec- 
essary for translating this proposal 
into real action and has selected 
the University of Jordan to adopt 
this idea. 

“Our selection of the University 
of Jordan for this project is bec- 
ause it has all the scientific and 
technical cadres required for sup- 
ervising the work," Dr. Khatib 
said. 

Dr. Khatib paid tribute to the 
eflons of the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Development reg- 
arding the project and invited 
more popular support for the pro- 
ject saying that the people's con- 
tribution towards this vital project 
highlights that voluntary work is 
gaining momentum. 

First contribution 
Dr. Khatib also referred to con- 
tacts launched by the national 
team at the national. pan-Arab 


the country. munity and avoiding duplication 

in implementing various projects 
and international levels, geared at in Jordan. 


raising funds necessary for the 
implementation of the cancer cen* 


Dr. Majali expressed his pride 
in the project which, he said, uas 


ire. Dr. Khatib handed University initiated by voluntary societies 
of Jordan President Abdul Salnm and he added that the cancer cen- 
A1 Majali a bank transfer for the ire will be “a hope tor our peo- 
amount of JD 117.000 rep- pie.” 

resenting the first contribution Speaking about the cancer cen- 
from GUVS towards financing the ire. deputy dean of the Faculty of 
first stage of the specialised cancer Medicine at the University ,i Jor- 
centre. dan. Dr. Hussam EJdin Al Muh- 

Also addressing the meeting taseb. said that the establishment 
was Minister of Labour and Social of this centre will help detect Can- 
Development Tayseer Abdul cer at early stages in addition to 
Jaber who expressed his gratitude providing opportunities for und- 
to the University of Jordan for enaking research and statistics in 
adopting the idea of establishing the field of 'cancer treatment, 
the centre. Dr. Abdul Jaber also The meeting was also attended 
expressed satisfaction at the sue- by vice president of scientific fac- 
cess which voluntary work has ulty at fairs at the University of 
achieved through the GUVS exc- Jordan. Dr. Abdul Wjhab Al Bur- 
cuiive board which, he said, has lussi. and University Hospital 
adopted vital projects which are of Director Rizq Al Rashdun. 

Ayyoub issues instructions to 
car spare part dealers 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of these cars. 

Supply Ibrahim Ayyoub Monday The ministry instructions said 
issued instructions committing ail that forms including the serial 
agents and importers of car pans number, the trade mark and the 
in the Kingdom to give a com- name of the manufacturing cou- 
mercial discount to shops and niry should be attached to every 
merchants selling spare parts if car part sold, asof the beginning of 
there is no appointed agent lor next year. 


Keilani outlines national water policies, 
defends ‘tough’ WAJ tender regulations 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Special to (be Jordan Times 

AMMAN — President of the 
‘ Water Authority of Jordon (WAJ) 
Mohammad Saleh Al Keilani said 
Sunday that his organisation has 
adopted a new policy in order to 
develop national water resources. 
Mr. Keilani said that the WAJ 
3ims to connect various pop- 
ulation centres throughout the 
Kingdom with water and sewerage 
networks in addition to providing 
the agricultural and industrial sec- 
tors with sufficient quantities of 
water. 

Speaking at an open meeting, 
organised by the Jordanian Con- 
tractors Association at Amman 
Chamber of Industry. Mr. Keilani 
pointed out the comprehensive 
scheme aims at to connect 66 pop- 
ulation centres of more than 2,500 
people with sewerage networks 
during the coming five years. He 
added that the WAJ is studying 
the establishment of a national 
water pipeline, starting from 
Mukhaiba in the north and ending 
in Al Deisseh in the south of the 
Kingdom. Mr. Keilani said that 
underground water and water 
from artesian wells will be pouring 
in this pipeline, guaranteeing the 
availability of water to be used in 
all fields and is expected to cover 
some 80 percent of the Kingdom's 
water requirement. 

Mr. Keilani also said that by the 
beginning of next year tenders will 
be allocated for constructing new 
dams to collect every drop of 
water to be used in agriculture for 
increasing underground water for 
grazing. 

Speaking about the role of the 
contracting section in Jordan, he 
said that the Jordanian con- 
tracting sector is considered as a 


pari of the national industry and 
economy and not as a trade sec- 
tion which is interested only in 
profit. 

Jordanian contractors 

Mr. Keilani then outlined the 
measures taken by the WAJ in 
order to support Jordanian con- 
tractors and to enable them to be 
given priority in implementing 
local projects. “The WAJ has rea- 
rranged its schedules in a way that 
Jordanian contractors can lake 
pan in executing the authority's 
projects," he said. The WAJ has 
broken large projects into small 
sections which are within the fin- 
ancial capabilities of Jordanian 
contractors and which can be ach- 
ieved within limited periods in 
order to facilitate the adm- 
inistration dealing with these pro- 
jects. The WAJ has also facilitated 
the qualification terms needed for 
the implementation of WAJ pro- 
jects considers Jordanian con- 
tractors, who are registered and 
classified at the Ministry of Public 
Works, as qualified to imp- 
lement the projects, he said. Mr. 
Keilani also said that the WAJ 
calls on international financing 
institutions, the World Bank, the 
Islamic Bank in Jeddah, the Uni- 
ted States Agency for Int- 
ernational Development 
(USAID) and the Arab aid funds 
to take into consideration Jor- 
danian contractors in imp- 
lementing local projects financed 
by these lending institutions. 

On the other hand, Mr. Keilani 
called on Jordanian contractors to 
develop their capabilities in order 
to be on a high level of res- 
ponsibility in implementing the 
projects they undertake. He said 
that 70 to R0 per cent of the Arab 


World* projects have been imp- 
lemented by foreign companies 
and in Jordan only 30 per cent of 
the projects are allocated, to local 
contractors. Therefore, he con- 
tinued. our task is to increase the 
ratio for the benefit of local con- 
tractors until it reaches 100 per 
cent for local contractors. 

‘Tough terms for tenders’ 

Mr. Keilani was then asked 
about the WAJ’s tough terms wit- 
hin the tenders awarded to the 
contractors, especially the “no 
claim condition and the metre run 
unit” articles which reduces con- 
tractors chances of finalising the 
project on time and causes more 
expenditures for the contractor. 

Mr. Keilani said that the con- 
tracting business is an industry and 
not a trade sector and the reason 
for the poor reputation of Jor- 
danian contractors is the ‘claim, 
conditions’ where they used to 
refer to the party issuing the ten- 
der for any reason. He added that 
the WAJ. when signing the tender, 
is not responsible for anything 
during the implementation, but, 
nevertheless the WAJ is willing to 
aid the contractor especially when 
they call on governmental dep- 
artments to bypass the obstacles 
they are facing. He also said that 
WAJ engineers ensure that con- 
sulting engineers conclude every 
single items in the terms of ret- 
erence in order to facilitate the 
work of local contractor. * 

Mr. Keilani said the Jordanian 
contractors have finalised the imp- 
lementation of more than 700 kil- 
ometres of drinking water pip- 
elines in the Jvingdom during 
1984. while in 1985 another 1,200 
kilometres of pipelines will also be 
implemented by local contractors, 
he said. 


Women federation prepares projects, 
public campaigns for coming year 


By Simonetta Carr 

Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — In view of the nat- 
ional tree planting day on Jan. 1 5, 
next month's activities at the Jor- 
dan Women’s Federation (JWF) 
will focus around planting and 
greenery, says Mrs. Haifa Ai Bas- 
hir, president of the federation. 

The JWF was initiated in 1981 
by a preparatory committee with 
the help of former Minister of Soc- 
ial Development Mrs. Inam Al 
Mufti and in 1983 the first exe- 
cutive committee was elected. The 
aim of the federation is to enc- 
ourage Jordanian women to take 
up more active participation in the 
life of the country, in all social, 
economical, cultural and even pol- 
itical aspects. But the JWF is pri- 
marily interested with improving 
the status of women. 

At present, the JWF has app- 
roximately 500 members all over 
the country, including around 50 


associations and clubs. Executive 
meetings are held monthly to dis- 
cuss problems and proposals. The 
JWF has five branches in the five 
govemorates in the Kingdom, 
each with its own executive cou- 
ncil in order to enable each region 
to decide what activities are nee- 
ded in their particular area and to 
act according to their specific sit- 
uation within the general gui- 
delines of the federation. 

The JWF particularly stresses 
the cultural development of 
women at all levels: From the fight 
against illiteracy to the enc- 
ouragement of talented writers 
and artists. “We have no limit of 
status for our members” Mrs. Al 
Bashir says. Age limits are also 
broad, anyone is accepted from 
the age of 1 8. 

As members of the Arab 
Women’s Federation, the JWF 
attends all meetings for the Arab 
World and keeps its activities in 
coordination with other Arab 
countries. In November, the yea- 


rly Arab Womens’ Federation 
meeting was held at ihe Amman 
centre under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. Besides, 
JWF tries to participate in all nat- 
ional ceremonies and activities. 

. Apart from the long-term plans 
-including all aims of the fed- 
eration, each year a short-term 
plan is laid out. “Next Year”, 
says Mrs. Al Bashir, “We hope to 
be able to initiate kindergartens in 
all the five govemorates. We also 
want to start what we call "pro- 
ductive . kitchens”, with ready 
meals for working women. Both 
these projects are intended to ease 
the load of working women in our 
country”, she adds. Both projects 
will also involve a great deal of 
organisation, material, manpower 
and funds. 

While JWF receives funds from 
the members’ fees, from fund- 
raising activities and from occ- 
asional government loans. "We 
always need more to cover all our 
ambitions", Mrs. Al Bashir says. 






Demand of Christmas 


IT IS Christmas Day, and the eyes of the Christian World are 
turning to Bethlehem. One does not have to peer too hard 
through the incense or beyond the gathered mass of celebrants 
to see that the Holy Land remains desecrated by occupation. 
Or that all is not exactly peaceful in the homeland of peace. 

In Bethlehem, the popular mood is mute. In Nazareth, it is 
despairing. In Nablus, Hebron and Bir Zeit, it is restive. 

The Israelis are being their usual selves: They are marking 
the holy season — and it is supposed to be one of their sacred 
celebrations as well — with the sight of their guns and jeeps at 
every sight of the holy cities of the West Bank,and with their 
usual outbursts of brutality against the people under occ- 
upation. 

This outrage is supposed to go unnoticed while the Israeli 
leaders tackle their economic woes and their army's occupation 
of South Lebanon. 

It is not only the violent and repressive Israeli attitudes 
towards genuine displays of Palestinian nationalism that makes 
the concept of Arab- Israeli peace unlikely. It is the con- 
tinuation and consolidation of the occupation itself that renders 
the possibility of a lasting settlement in the area totally out of 
the question. 

The added provocation of Jewish settlement-building, tog- 
ether with the daily indignities heaped upon the inhabitants or 
the occupied territories, and the Arab inhabitants of Israel 
itself, will remain the true obstacle to peace until they are 
stopped by the Israelis themselves. 

We see no cause for optimism on this day. But we have a 
demand to make. 

Christian Americans and Europeans, as Christian believers 
everywhere, should be reminded more than ever of the res- 
ponsibilities of their governments and organisations, and ind- 
eed themselves, to see that justice — and not some twisted, 
disguised form of armed occupation and continued oppression 
— is brought to the Holy Land. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITC 


Al Ra’i: Like daughter like mother 


BRITISH PRIME Minister Margaret Thatcher did not find a more 
important matter to discuss with Mr. Gorbachev than the pro- 
paganda issue of Soviet lews, and their emigration to occupied 
Palestine. Although the Soviet official ended the discussion by ind- 1 
icaiing to Mrs. Thatcher that his country does not allow any party to 
interfere in its internal affairs, however, the question that imposes' 
itself here is why Britain always attempts to adopt the American 
stand, and why London tries to follow the steps of Washington in 
committing the same mistakes of contradicting itself disregarding the 
importance of matching principles and deeds. 

We are quite aware of the dimensions of the American-Zionist 
campaign which made the emigration of Soviet Jews the most imp- 
ortant issue. A cheap propaganda campaign is launched against a 
background of cold war to serve the Zionist movement. We are also 
aware that this campaign is ridiculed and denounced by the Soviets, 
because they are citizens of a great country who know their rights and 
duties and who arc in no need of the U.S. or Zionism to show them 
the way. 

What we want to ask here is whether it is a right of the Palestinians’ 
that Britain, which wrote the first chapter of their tragedy and the 
U.S.. which is responsible lor the rest of the book, should do som- 
ething to make for the loss of their homeland and their suffering. 

The U.S. and Britain urge the transplant of Soviet citizens in some 
other land over which they have no rights: and U.S. and British 
rejection nl the return ol the Palestinian people to their homeland 
arc instances that contradict all human values, morals and principles. 

IT the British prime minister has opted to tie up new decisions to 
American ones, the least she could do as a manifestation of goodwill 
and sovereignty is not to work for deepening injustices against inn- 
ocent people if it can do nothing for redressing offence. 


Al Dustour: Special Saudi responsibility 


IT SEEMS that Arab ellons and contacts aimed at convening the 
long-postponed Arab summit for over a year has now entered a more 
serious phase than C' er. especially after the hard test of Arab will for 
bridging gaps and reconciliation. 

After all the events that occurred in the Arab arena in the period 
since the last Arab summit was convened in Fez in 1982. the con- 
tinuation ol paralysis in the highest Arab decision-making body due 
to Arab differences is a symptom of surrender to tragic reality. It is a 
public Arab confession admitting weakness in the face of the enemy. 

It is not reasonable at all that Arab differences should be allowed 
to impede convening an Arab summit conference, as summit mee- 
tings were founded in the first place to solve *uch differences. Neither 
is it accepted that summits should be postponed for fear of clashes 
whether before or after the holding of a conference. 


Saw l Al Shaab: A summit to confront 
threats 


WE DO appreciate the efforts exerted for convening an Arab sum- 
mit as such an event is general Arab need and inevitably imposed on 
usby the nature of the circumstances and the reality of the situation. 

The summit is not an aim by itself, buL the means through which we 
can move ahead for joint Arab action at the summit level, which is a 
burden that running away from is like evading historical res- 
ponsibilities at a dark and most difficult phase in the historv of the 
Arab Nation. 

And so as not to make the summit an issue by itself, and so as not to 
mix priorities in the midst ol unilateral moves, the convening of the 
summit should be a step towards a new reality and a beginning for a 
collective Arab action. 

The Arab Nation is in no need for oratory rallies nor for protocol 
meetings but is really in need of a summit that gathers all Arab 
leaders for confronting grave th rears such as the Iran- Iraq war. 
Lebanon, the Palestinian cause and the Western Sahara issue and on 
Lop of all. inter- Arab relatinns without the straightening of which no 
other problem could be solved. 

The Summit we want is a summit of responsibility, honesiv and 
courage, not a summit were leaders would compete in delivering 
lectures and issuing statements that do not restore occupied lands or 
send back home an evicted person. 
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There is a chance to play for peace 


■ Henry Kissinger explores the path along which the resumed arms talks 
could progress to some success 


THE EAGERNESS with which 
the Soviets have resumed arms 
control calks marks a complete 
reversal of a position they have 
held adamantly for the better pan 
of two years. They have aba- 
ndoned what they had presented 
as the immutable condition: that 
.American missiles first be wit- 
hdrawn from Europe. 

Whether this represents a cha- 
nge of tactics or of strategy, or 
whether the present politburo is 
capable of a fluid diplomacy, isoui 
of Western control. What is in 
control of the West is to avoid rai- 
' sing excessive expectations about 
negotiations that have not yet 
even started. Western over- 
eagerness could tempt the Soviets 
to stall to elicit unilateral con- 
cessions. Or else it could produce 
an agreement that, because it avo- 
ids all fundamental issues, will be 
only an interlude in the East-West 
conflict. 


A great deal depends therefore 
on America’s ability to define cri- 
teria by which to measure pro- 
gress. This will be far from simple. 
Forever a decade the phrase det- 
ente polarised the American 
domestic debate. The Reagan 
administration has so far muted 
this controversy by a skilful bal- 
ancing act which combined the- 
rhetoric of the opponents of det- 
ente with many of the policies of 
its advocates. But now that neg- 
otiations are starting in earnest it 
will no longer be able to avoid the 
issues by deft verbal formulations. 

The beginning of wisdom is to 
admit — however painful this may 
i be in the light of previous pro- 
I nouncements — that the adm- 
inistration is now involved in an 
essentially irrevocable process 
indistinguishable in substance 
from what used to be called det- 
ente. As its fourth year in office 
began, the administration obv- 
iously concluded that the Ame- 
rican people and its allies would 
not support. confrontation except 
as a last resort. Having eloquently 
committed itself, the adm- 
inistration's credibility and allied 
support depend on making clear 
that any failure of negotiations is 


not its fault. 

American relations with the 
Soviet Union have been cha- 
racterised by oscillations between 
extremes of intransigence and ext- 
remes of conciliation — som- 
ething to which the present adm- 
inistration is far from immune. 
Historically. Americans have eit- 
her sought to solve tensions in one 
conclusive negotiation or to defeat 
a recalcitrant opponent in battle. 
In either case there was a clear- 
cut terminal point. Americans 
have had little experience in wor- 
king out a modus vivendi — esp- 
ecially on arms — with a nation 
that continues to proclaim its ide- 
ological hostility and to challenge 
American interests globally. 

Unfortunately the paradox that 
the apocalyptic nature of nuclear 
war imposes precisely this nec- 
essity became apparent during the 
traumatic period when Vietnam 
and Watergate converged to div- 
ide America. Attacking detente 
proved a convenient — 'and rel- 
atively safe — way to avoid facing 
the central tragedy that it was 
America's divisions, much more 
than its adversary’s cunning, that 
sapped its credibility and wea- 
kened its international position. 

No policy — least of all detente 
— can substitute for a strong and 
purposeful United States. Still, 
granting that the conflict with the 
Soviets has no clear-cut terminal 
point, is it nevertheless possible to 
make agreements that reduce the 
danger of nuclear war and the risk 
of political crisis? 

Now that the Reagan adm- 
inistration has ended America's 
self-flagellation, the question no 
longer brooks evasion. Reg- 
rettably American governmental 
procedures in any administration 
are not wellsuited for the task of 
defining long-range national obj- 
ectives. The adversary process 
from which American foreign pol- 
icy emerges leads each dep- 
artment to put forward its own, 
often parochial, set of proposals. 
What passes for national strategy 
is usually a compromise neg- 
otiated in the White House and as 
a last resort imposed by the pre- 
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sident. 

Over the past four years the his- 
toric rivalry between the state and 
defence departments has more 
than once degenerated into per- 
sonal animus. Such disputes are 
especially difficult for a president 
to referee. He can never be as 
“expert” as the experts who dis- 
agree before him so eloquently in 
their recommendations. So in the 
end, the procedure drives him 
towards a compromise that may 
combine the disadvantages of 
evety proposed course of action. It 
also tends to transmute factual 
issues into theological ones. A 
good example is the question over 
who is ahead in the arms race. To 
be sure, the issue involves wea- 
pons of unprecedented com- 
plexity and for which there is no 
operational experience. But ir 
cannot be beyond the wit of the 
American government to devise a 
comparison of the probable 
growth of nuclear arms with, and 
without, arms control agreements. 


Even greater precision should 
be attainable with respect to the 
issue of verifiability. There is no 
doubt that the Soviets have often 
barely observed the letter of agr- 
eements. In some cases they cle- 
arly seem to have violated them. 
Critics have seized on even the 
most technical discrepancy to ass- 
ault a process they oppose for 
quite different reasons. Successive 
administrations have been rel- 


uctant to make a formal charge of 
violation lest flfey undermine the 
domestic support for negotiation 
•and because they did not know 
what to do about it. The factual 
content of verification has. as a 
.result, received insufficient study 
— especially the tolerances that 
must be pan of any agreement. 
Some questions such as these req- 
* uire resolution: 

What is the U.S. capacity to ver- 
ily the numbers of each Soviet str- 
ategic weapon? 

What is the margin of unc- 
ertainty? 

Is that margin strategically sig- 
nificant either by itself or in com- 
bination with other weapons? 

What counter-measures are 
available to Soviet violations and 
how rapidly can they be imp- 
lemented? 

If the United States cannot res- 
olve these technical questions it 
will surely be stymied by the more 
fundamental issue that each day 
bears down on it more heavily: 
contemporary weapons tec- 
hnology has made traditional arms 
control theory obsolescent. Dev- 
eloped in the late, 1950s and early 
1960s. this theory assumed sta- 
tionary missiles and relatively ina- 
ccurate single warheads. Since it 
would take more than one att- 
acking missile to destroy an off- 
ensive one. it was plausible to bel- 
ieve that if one could negotiate 
essential equality of strategic for- 
ces the incentive for surprise att- 
ack would have been removed. 

Modem technology has ove- 
rtaken this simple equation. 
Today launchers can carry 10 or 
more highly accurate warheads. 
Some missiles are becoming mob- 
ile. Equality in numbers of lau- 
nchers has become less and less 
relevant to strategic stability. 
Even reductions can prove mea- 
ningless or dangerous if they do 
not ameliorate the disproportion 
between warheads and launchers. 

The appointment of the exp- 
erienced and sophisticated Paul 
H. Nitre as special adviser to the 
secretary of state is an important 
step — especially in the neg- 
otiating field. But nobody can 
solve the conceptual issues, act as 
chief negotiator and achieve a 
bipartisan consensus at the same 
time. I cannot think of a more sui- 


table occasion for a bipartisan 
commission to define the basic 
options for the president and hi$ 
senior advisers, thereby making it 
unnecessary for the president to 
referee abstruse technical dec- 


Whatever the organisational 
device, the internal debate in the 
administration must be shifted 
from controversy about the imp- 
ortance of arms control to an ana- 
lysis of which specific limitations 
would in fact reduce the danger of 
nuclear war. Otherwise the Uni- 
ted States will be driven by neg- 
otiating tactics, or impose on itself 
the absurdity of accepting red- 
uctions in strategic forces that it 
refuses to put forward as bar- 
gaining chips in negotiation — in 
the name of reducing the bud- 
getary deficit. 

There has been even less of a 
systematic effort to come to grips 
with the complicated relationship 
of offensive and defensive forces. 
In fact the socalled “Star- Wars" 
issue threatens to turn into one of 
those symbolic tests of will with 
which America drains its national 
purpose. Critics have jumped gle- 
efully on extravagant presidential 
claims implying the possibility of a 
perfect civilian defence. In fact the 
possibility of protecting ret- 
aliatory forces and lessening the 
danger of attack from third nuc- 
lear countries cannot simply the 
shrugged off with emotional pro- 
clamations. To base deterrence 
irrevocably on the mutual threat 
to exterminate civilians would be a 
fateful decision. When mass sla- 
ughter becomes a mathematical 
equation, the siren songs of the 
advocates of pacifism and uni- 
lateral disarmament will sound 
increasingly attractive in the dem- 
ocracies. 

The administration can app- 
roach the problem of defence in 
three alternative ways: 1. Impose 
a moratorium on testing of all def- 
ensive weapons at the beginning 
of the negotiations. 2. Lise def- 
ensive weapons as leverage to 
obtain a massive cut in offensive 
forces, that reduces the danger of 
nuclear war. 3. Explore an agr- 
eement containing a balance bet- 
ween offensive and-defensive for- 
ces that would substantially red- 
uce the threat of nuclear war. 


It is not necessary to decide 
between the last two options. at 
this stage. Indeed, it cannot be 
done in the absence of systematic, 
carcfuL unemotional studies. Bat'- ■ 
a moratorium at the beginning of . 
the negotiating process — or a 
slow down imposed by Congress. 

— would be bitterly wrong. The • 
Soviets have left little doubt that 
their principal objective fa) res-" 

uming the dialogue is to stop the 
American efforts to develop abai- - 
listic missile defence. Accor ding 
to the media, important elements 
of the American government fav- 
our a moratorium with the arg- \ '• 
umem that testing can always be*” r 
resumed if negotiations faiL 
previous negotiating experience^ 
should remind us of the vacuity of -V 
such arguments. No moratorium.-, 
in the arms field has ever been 
ended by the United States, bec- 
ause negotiations never fail uoa-. 
mbiguously. and because no pre- 
sident is eager to tempt the pol- 
itical storm such a step would 
cause. A moratorium would com- 
plicate the ability to obtain con- 
gressional appropriations. It 
would foreclose the option of 
□sing defensive weapons either for 
leverage or as part of an" agr- 
eement. h would almost surely 
slow down the pact of negotiations 
because the United States would 
have handed the Soviets their ult- 
imate goal as a unilateral gesture. . 

Before the United States goes 
very far in negotiations a close* 
process of consultation with its all- 
ies must begin. But past exp- 
erience suggests that they will be 
nearly as uacasy about a separate 
bilateral U,S.-Soviet deal as they 
were previously about being 
drawn by us into an unwanted con- 
frontation. 

Perhaps Soviet rigidity will-def- 
eat the best efforts of America and * 
its allies. But it is not often thatan. 
opportunity occurs to change 
East-West relations fun- 
damentally. In the past the West 
has too often settled for the ess- 
entially psychological relief inh- 
erent in an easing of tensions. Our 
challenge now is to translate the 
yearning for peace into concrete 
terms that improve not only the 
tone but also the substance of int- 
ernational relations — The Sun- 
dayJTimes. 
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Greek Socialists put 
pressure on NATO 
for changes 


By Bruce Clark 
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Taboo surrounds Transylvania’s minorities 


Nearly two million ethnic Hungarians live in the western-central reg- 
ion of Transylvania, which houses most of Romania's minorities. 
David Buchan, recently in Transylvania, looks at the sensitivity sur- 
rounding minority problems in this Eastern European country. 


I FRONTIERS in Eastern Europe 
do not, and probably never can be 
made to coincide with the region’s 
ethnic patchwork. Virtually every 
country has its minority problems 
and none more fraught than Rom- 
ania’s, The way in which this com- 
pounds the Bucharest gov- 
ernment’s curious isolation from 
East and West became evident 
again this autumn. 

In September, a high level 
Romanian delegation to Budapest 
was presented by the Hungarian 
government with 12 pages of sug- 
gestions on how Romania could 
improve the lot of its nearly two 
million ethnic Hungarians. A few 
weeks later. President Ceauseicu 
found that his West German hosts 
in Bonn had put his treatment of 
Romania’s 300,000 ethnic Ger- 
mans awkwardly high on the age- 
nda of their talks with him. 

Since this was behind the scenes 
diplomacy, the Romanians rea- 
cted with what Bonn and Bud-* 
apest characterised as aioof ind- 
ifference. But at the recent public 
report by the Council of Europe 
calling Romania to task for its att- 
ic ude towards its minorities. Buc- 
harest becomes positively spl- 
enetic. “One thousand and one 
untruths” was the reaction of a 
senior Foreign Ministry official 
interviewed in Bucharest. He said 
that the Strasbourg assembly rep- 
resentatives were free to come and 
see the situation for themselves. 

A certain surreality, however, 
confronts visitors to Transylvania, 
the large area of western-central 


Romania ringed by the Car- 
pathians, where the minorities are 
most present. It has little to do 
with local legends of Vlad the 
ImpaJer, or with the 19th century 
time warp of a semi-forgotten pan 
of Europe in which horse, buggy 
and sometimes water buffalo still 


reign. 

Rather, h is the impression that 
Romanian officials (enthusiastic 
about disarmament) regard for- 
eign inspection of their minorities 
in the same way other countries do 
that of military bases. It is also the 
contrast in the minority com- 
munities, between official spo- 
kesmen who are almost too blithe 
to be credible and the others who 
are almost too paranoid to be aud- 
ible. 


In fact more Germans are lea- 
ving now: 15,700 last year and 
probably 16-17,000 this year. 
This is above the German com- 
munity's birth rate and is probably 
the result of somewhat tougher 
pressure by the Kohl government 
than its predecessor. On the other 
hand Germans from the East are 
not the godsend to the West Ger- 
man employer that they were in 
better economic days and Bonn 
would also like conditions in 
Romania to tempt more ethnic 
Germans to stay. Chancellor Kohl 
said after his talks with President 
Ceausescu last month: “I think we 


like all the humanities, from the 
government's technical education 
drive. As a minority culture. Hun- 
garian is the most vulnerable. 
Lack of adequate Hungarian lan- 
guage secondary schooling is con- 
sidered the critical weakness for 
those who want to avoid iota! ass- 
imilation into the dominant Rom- 
anian culture. They say a culture 
follows its teenagers. 


Yet there are gradations. Rom- 
ania, uniquely in the Socialist bloc, 
never broke relations with Israel 
and has allowed Jews to leave. 
There has always been a price. 
Money is the most consistent ele- 
ment in Romanian emigration pol- 
icy, as reflected in the (currently 
unimplemented) 1982 education 
tax for would-be emigres. An eth- 
nic German has to pay various 
go-betweens DM8,000- 10,000 
($2,568-$ 3. 2 10) to get the right 
papers to leave Romania. This is 
not an official tax- Bonn has com- 
plained to Bucharest several times 
about this, naming the middle 
men, some of whom have been 
arrested. Ethnic German leaders 
have also urged their communities 
not to submit to this kind of bla- 
ckmail, but to no avail. 


moved something.” His planned- 
trip to Bucharest next year will 
test that statement. 

Romania's Hungarians lack the 
■safety valve of emigration. Bud- 
apest wants them to stay put, on 
what it regards as historic Hun- 
garian territory (until awarded to 
Romania in 1920) and to make 
the best of it. 


Growing economic differences 
are also stirring the sympathy of 
richer Hungarians for their poorer 
brethren in Romania. Romanian 
officials simply explain queues as 
the result of low prices, but two- 
mile lines of cars queueing for peti 
rol can still be seen here, in Eas- 
tern Europe’s only major oil pro- 
ducer. This, and a big 1982-83 cut 
in bus services which turned 
hitch-hiking into a staple form of 
transport, have made it harder for 
Hungarians to travel to Tra- 
nsylvania. 


The best of it. as Mr. Gyiila 
Fejes, secretary to the Hungarian 
Council in Bucharest, points out, 
is that Hungarians have rep- 
resentation in the National Ass- 
embly. government. Communist 
Party, trade unions, which reflects 
their 7.8 per cent share of Rom- 
ania's 22 million population. He 
also cites Hungarians as having 1 0 
theatres, orie opera, 32 journals 
and magazines, weekly television 
broadcasts and 10 hours a day of 
radio transmission. 


Mr. Gaspar MiklosTamas, exp- 
elled from Romania and con- 
sidered a dissident in Budapest for 
his outspoken comments on Tra- 
nsylvania. believes that the bro- 
ader Hungarian community in 
Central Europe is now in danger 
of breaking up. Hungarians are 
being isolated in Transylvania and 
assimilated in Slovakia, he says. 


Dr. Andras Dancsuly, of the 
Babes-Bolyai University at Cluj, 
makes roughly the same point Tor 
the main Hungarian centre in 
Transylvania. But both admit that 
Hungarian culture has suffered. 


The irony is that the Budapest 
authorities do not disagree with 
what he says, only with his saying 
it in public and embarrassing them 
with fellow Communist gov- 
ernments. That, however, did not 
Stop them suggesting to Mr. 
Tamas recently that he light like 
toquit Hungary. Transylvania rea- 
lly is taboo — Financial Times 
news feature. 


ATHENS — Impatient with a 
lengthy stalemate in relations with 
NATO. Greece's ruling Socialists 
are stepping up pressure for a set- 
tlement of outstanding issues with 
the alliance to which they never 
wanted to belong. 

A row involving Athens. Ank- 
ara and NATO command has for- 
ced the technical exclusion of all 
Greek and Turkish forces from 
the list of troops at the alliance’s 
disposal and Greece says it will 
stay away from all NATO exe- 
rcises until the issue is settled. 

The dispute flared after Greece 
included its forces on the Aegean 
island of Lemnos, which Turkey 
wants demilitarised, in its annua! 
offer of forces to the alliance. At a 
Dec. 5 NATO meeting. Turkey 
vetoed the Greek offer and Gre- 
ece in turn vetoed Turkey's list of 
troops available to NATO- 

The government of Prime Min- 
ister Andreas Papandreou has 
said it will soon apply a new def- 
ence doctrine in line with its belief 
that the threat to Greece comes 
from NATO ally Turkey and not 
from its Communist neighbours to 
the north. 

The ruling Socialists say their 
long-term goal is to withdraw 
from NATO. They insist that even 
if the Lemnos row is settled. Gre- 
ece will continue boycotting 
NATO exercises in the Aegean 
Sea until it is given full operational 
control of the area. 

The Greek navy has taken part 
in NATO war games outside the 
Aegean. The boycott of Aegean 
exercises has been linked spe- 
cifically with Lemnos. 

Turkey says Greece ought to 
demilitarise the island under the 
1923 treaty of Lausanne. Greece 
counters that this obligation lap- 
sed with the 1936 Montreux Tre- 
aty. 

A conservative government 
brought Greece back into N- 
ATO'S military wing in 1980 after 
a six-year withdrawal in protest at 
Turkey's 1974 invasion of Cyprus.' 

The Socialists came to power in 
1 981 . Even thought they had deep 
ideological objections to NATO, 
they continued to offer most of the 
navy and a significant pan of the 
army for NATO use. 

Rows with Turkey over ope- 
rational control in the Aegean 
have held up re-integration into 
NATO of the air force. 

This problem and the Lemnos 
issue have meant that the Rogers 
agreement bringing Greece back 
into the military fold has never 
been fully applied. A NATO 
command in Larisa, central Gre- 
ece which the accord foresaw has 






Andreas Papandreou 
still not been set up. 

Opposition to NATO mem- 
bership was a basic tenet of the 
PASOK (Socialist) party when it 
was founded in 1974. PASOK 
aimed to weaken U.S. influence 
over Greece which reached its 
peak under the military junta that 
ruled the country from 1967 to 
1974. 

Mr. Papandreou has repeatedly 
denied the existence of a Com- 
munist threat to Greece and com- 
plained aL NATO's refusal to gua- 
rantee Greek borders against 
Turkey. 

At his party’s congress in May. 
he urged the break-up of military 
blocs in Europe, called the U.S. 
the "metropolis of imperialism” 
■and praised Moscow’s desire for 
peace. 

He has said the government, 
which is overwhelmingly dep- 
endent on the West for arms sup- 
plies. does not plan in the imm- 
ediate future to act on its pledge to 
pull out of NATO. 

Although Mr. Papandreou said 
last year that participation in 
NATO's military wing had eff- 
ectively lapsed, Athens still takes 
part in major alliance projects like 
the establishment in western Gre- 
ece of an AWACS airborne radar 
system. 

The government has discreetly 
urged NATO to help fortify 
Greek islands against & possible 
Soviet incursion from the Black - 
Sea. 

A major NATO missiles firing 
range is on the island of Crete and 
there are NATO early warning 
systems all over Greece. 

These areas of continued coo- 
peration are rarely mentioned in 
the press. 

The policy changes have been 
criticised by conservatives, who 
say a defence based purely on: a. 
Turkish threat is inconsistent-! 
NATO membership, and by 
Communist Party which ’7j 
ocates total withdrawaf firOfti 
alliance. 
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Turmoil in Beirut threatens traditions of AUB 
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By John Kofiot 

Renter 

BEIRUT — The Americaa Uni- 
versity of Beirut (AUB) has long 
been one of the freest and most 
influential universities in the Arab 
World, bat political and religious 
lurraoil are jeopardising its tra- 
dition of academic tolerance. 

Faculty officials and students 
say prolonged sectarian tension 
has limited the freedom of exp- 
ression which gave AUB a rep- 
utation as an island of tolerance. 

“No student dares say, as Nie- 
* cache did. that God is dead bec- 
ause that student would be dead.” 
said a faculty member oh the west 
Beirut campus overlooking the 

Mediterranean. 

Right-Wing Christian Fal- 
angists dominated student act- 
ivities after Israel's 19S2 invasion 
of Lebanon until last February, 
u-hea Muslim militias took over 


Beirut and gained a hold on 
AUB campus life. 

Campus tension, which erupted 
in violent incidents before Feb- 
ruary. has eased recently. But fac- 
ulty members and students say 
AUB’s new American president, 
Calvin Plimpton, will have to work 
hard to resolve sectarian conflicts 
and restore morale. 

Mr. Plimpton, a medical doctor 
and former chairman of Amherst 
College in the United States, took 
up his post this month, succeeding 
Malcolm Kerr whose campus ass- 
assination in January was claimed 
by the “Islamic Jihad” (holv war) 
group. 

Mr. Kerr s predecessor. David 
Dodge, was kidnapped on campus 
in 19S2 and held for a year by an 
unidentified group. 

Students and faculty members 
say Mr. Plimton's presence is 
much needed, as only a non- 
Lebanese can free himself from 


local politics to concentrate on 
restoring the university’s prestige. 

“They think an American can 
tolerate this situation and stand up 
to ail the splinter groups.” Mr. 
Plimpton said in Washington last 
month. 

AUB was founded in 1S66 by 
American missionaries. Originally 
called the Syrian Protestant Col- 
lege. it changed its name to the 
American University of Beirut in 
1920. 

As a sign of its stature. AUB 
'boasts that 19 of the signatories of 
the U.N. Charter in 1945 were its 
graduates. Alumni include pre- 
sidents. government ministers and 
scholars. 

Foreign enrolment has dropped 
from nearly 50 per cent to 16 per 
cent since civil war began in 1975 
and AL'B has not replaced many 
foreign teachers who have left the 
country. 

Many fear AUB is losing con- 


tacts which helped it keep abreast 
of research abroad and has turned 
in on itself, caught up in sectarian 
disputes contrary to all it stands 
for. 

“Our job is to study, attend cla- 
sses and not interfere in anything 
political.” said a Christian stu- 
dent. “We are learning dem- 
ocratic principles through neg- 
ative example.” 

“Almost every class and club 
has someone who says they rep- 
resent the fShPite Muslim) Amai 
Movement." said a Sunni Muslim 
student. “ If they say we should 
strike for some cause, there is no 
debate — the university is on str- 
ike.” Amal has the strongest mil- 
itia in west Beirut. 

Many Christian students, fea- 
rful of becoming targets of mil- 
itants on the west Beirui campus, 
refuse to cross from Christian east 
Beirut where an off-campus pro- 
gramme has been established 


since 1975. 

Enrolment at the cast Beirut 
campus, first set up for students 
unable to reach the west because 
of fighting on the “Green Line" 
battle front, has risen to SSO from 
345 in 1982. 

Of the 3,900 students in the 
west, over 60 per cent are Muslim 
compared with an even Muslim- 
Christian split before 1983. 

AJi Husayni. a graduate student 
who heads AmaTs education off- 
ice, denies his movement controls 
campus life and says it asks only 
for more Muslim representation'. 

"Over 85 per cent of the faculty 
are Christians. If a vacancy comes 
up, Muslims are not given a fair 
chance to apply." he told Reuters. 
“I don't want anyone to control 
the administration, only to cancel 
out sectarianism.” 

Students and faculty say the 
physical and ideological split has 


made AlIB a centre of polemics 
rather than debate. 

Many objected last month when 
a Sunni fundamentalist cleric, 
speaking on campus, accused 
AUB of "graduating enemies of 
the (Islamic) nation" and called its 
professors U.S. spies. 

While AUB was committed to 
being a forum for all views, many 
Christians and Muslims said they 
resumed a statement which hei- 
ghtened tension and to which no 
one dared reply. 

Adnan Iskandar, professor of 
political studies, said that con- 
sidering the strife in Lebanon his 
.class discussions were surprisingly 
free. 

But he avoids sensitive topics 
"because when people have been 
• killing each other over these 
things, you can't always expect 
students' normal tolerance to con- 
trol their emotions." 


Free Christmas calls cheer poverty stricken 
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By Robert Knight 

Reuter 

FORT WAYNE. Indiana — His 
cheeks wet with tears of joy. an old 
man replaced the phone after tal- 
king to the sister he had not spo- 
ken to for 20 years. 

He was one of several thousand 
elderly residents of this area who 
were allowed free Christmas tel- 
ephone calls to friends and family 
.scattered across the country. 

People who barely had enough 
money to make a local call were 
able to speak at length to whe- 


rever they wished. 

Free rails provided by bus- 
inesses and social service agencies 
have become a yuietidc tradition 
in many parts ol the United States. 

The Fort Wayne programme, 
however, may be unique in that it 
places the service in the nei- 
ghbourhoods where the elderly 
and infirm live rather than req- 
uiring them to come to the spo- 
nsor's offices, organisers said. 

The old man who spoke to his 
sister “literally had no financial 
means of support and what he did 
have he spent on alcohol — he 


couldn't face his desolate sit- 
uation." said Carol Clark, director 
of the Allen County Senior Cit- 
izens' Centres. 

"He called his sister in Pen- 
nsylvania. He hadn't talked wiih 
her in 20 years. He wept with gra- 
tefulness after he found out she 
still loved him anyway." she said. 

TME programme is in its fourth 
year and the company expects 
more ihan o.OOO people will make 
free calls on four telephones ins- 
talled at each centre. No lime limit 
is placed on the calls and last year 
one ran lor nearly 40 minutes. 


“ 1 know there are other com- 
panies that make their phones ava- 
ilable to people over ihe holidays, 
but as far as 1 know we're the only 
ones who make them available out 
in the community, instead of for- 
cing people to come to our off- 
ices." Ladonna Huntley, director 
or community relations at Lincoln 
National, told Reuters. 

“That makes it easier, esp- 
ecially for people who have a hard 
time getting around." she said. 

Last year participants ran up 
S4.000 worth of calls. 

At the East Wayne Street Cen- 


Paris celebrates centenary of ‘independents’ 


By Raymond Paccar i 

ONE HUNDRED years ago, a 
group of painters outside the con- 
sideration of juries who were the 
law in matters of pictorial art at 
that time, decided in their turn to 
form a “Salon” with the name of 
"Salon des Inde pendants", out- 
side the official” Salon" which was 
the true state institution which saw 
itself as the vigilant guardian of 
tradition. No boldness, no fantasy, 
no innovation in form or colour 
had been tolerated until then. Nei- 
ther was political opinion, and that 
is why Daumier, the republican, 
Courbet, the anarchist and Del- 
acroix, the painter of popular rev- 
olutions in Paris were excluded 
from the official “Salon”. 

Having one's work refused by 
the“Salon" was not just an official 
affront for the painter, or an off- 
ending disdain for his paintings. It 
also involved a serious loss, and 
being accepted or refused at the 
"Salon” was for the painter a que- 
stion of life or death, as the State 
was the painters* chief customer. 
It was at this time that several pai- 


nters, with prestigious names, but 
unknown at that time, such as Seu- 
rat, Van Gogh. Matisse and Der- 
ain. ignoring the official pomp of 
exhibitions and inaugurations, 
decided to create their own salon, 
which was then with derision cal- 
led the “Salon des Refuses" (the 
salon of the refused). A salon ins- 
talled in huts, in the heart of Paris, 
where "unknown men and mad- 
men who call themselves "imp- 
ressionists", and partisans of the 
. Commune uprising who should be 
shot", as they were presented by 
the press, exhibited their pai- 
ntings. These “unknown”, these 
"madmen" were called Monet. 
Pissarro. Cezanne. Degas and 
Renoir. An art-lover, who dis- 
regarded official and popular taste 
and who wanted to help penniless 
artists, could have acquired for 
just a few banknotes of the period, 
a “Landscape” by Van Gogh, a 
“Still Life" by Monet or a "Por- 
trait of la Goulue” by Toulouse- 
Lautrec. paintings which today 
would make millionnaires of their 
heirs. The new salon, created 
under the auspices of the Society 


of Independent Artists founded 
by Seurat and Signac, with the 
passing of years finished by att- 
aining recognition, fn 1904, Van 
Dongen exhibited six paintings 
there, without any reaction on the 
part of critics. The following year 
was devoted to a retrospective of 
Van Gogh and Seurat. Then in 
1907, the avant-garde of the "ind- 
ependents”. Derair Duly, Mat- 
isse. Marquet, Rouault, Vlaminck 
arrived in force, preceding Braque 
and a little later the Douanier 
Rousseau, all representing the 
great schools of Fauvism and Exp- 
ressionism. Cubism was to follow 
in 1911 with Picasso, directly ins- 
pired by Cezanne. Surrealism fol- 
lowed next. In short, it can be said 
that all the greatest pictorial rev- 
olutions of the 20th century saw 
the light of day at the Salon des 
Independants, which celebrated 
its centenary from April 8 to May 
2, 1984 at the Grand Palais in 
Paris. 

Certainly, if one can admire, at 
this exceptional exhibition, mas- 
terpieces by Cezanne (T Homme 
au gilet rouge), by Van Gogh 


(Thalienne), by Seurat or by Bra- 
que (TEstaque), lent by museums 
and collectors in France and abr- 
oad, one can also be surprised, 
disappointed, amused, sceptical or 
completely allergic to certain pai- 
ntings exhibited by “unknown 
men” or “madmen” of modern 
art. But, in a general way, the com- 
fort which one cannot help dra- 
wing from the first centenary of 
the Independants, is that beauty 
and ideas, whatever their means. 
their place and the form of exp- 
ression, always end up being rec- 
ognised. when they are born of 
talent, not to say genius. If man is 
generally a little behind the times 
in art. fortunate initiatives such as 
the exhibition at the Grand-Palais 
are there for the express purpose 
of filling in the gap and serving for 
the prestige of this “ institution for 
toothless old men and decorated 
painters” which, according to Sal- 
vador Dali, the Salon des ind- 
ependams was. The famous sur- 
realist painter, in whom such an 
opinion is quite surprising, has this 
time visibly made a mistake — 
Radio France Internationale. 


Age , sex and smoking all affect sense of smell 

By Boyce Rensberger 


WASHINGTON — The first sys- 
tematic testing of the ability to 
detect odors shows that in general, 
the sense of smell is beuer in 
women than in men, in non- 
smokers than in smokers and in 
young adults than in the elderly. 

The last of these "is the really 
important finding." Richard L. 
Doty, a specialist in disorders of 
the sense of smell who directed the 
study, said in an interview. "A 
great many of our elderly have lost 


much of their ability to smell. In 
fact, a gTcat many can't smell at 
all.” 

Mr. Doty's research at the Lfoi- 
versiiy of Pennsylvania involved 
1.955 volunteers ranging in age 
from 5 to 99 and tests of 40 che- 
mically simulated scents, inc- 
luding cinnamon, cherry, pizza, 
gasoline, tobacco, mint, soap, 
grass, lemon, motor oil and root 
beer.. 

Mr. Doty found that a person s 
olfactory abillity is usually at its 
best between the ages of 20 and 


40. The study suggests that among 
people between the ages of 65 and 
80, about 60 per cent have severe 
losses in the sense of smell and 
about one-fourth have lost all abi- 
lity to smell. 

Among those over 80, the pro- 
portion with a severe loss was 80 
per cent. Nearly half could not 
smell anything. 

At all ages, females scored hig- 
her than males. Middle-aged 
women scored about five per cent 
higher; women over 65 scored 10 


per cent to 15 per cent higher. In 
other words, as women grow older 
they lose less of their smelling abi- 
lity than do men of the same ages. 

Mr. Doty said that the female 
superiority also showed up when 
the test was used in Japan and wit- 
hin various racial groups in the 
United States. 

Smokers at all ages scored lower 
than nonsmokers, confirming the 
belief that smoke damages nerve 
endings in the nose. 

— Washington Post. 


tre. which senes Fort Wayne's 
central city. Catherine Moore des- 
cribed what a free call meant to 
her: "I got to talk to a cousin in 
Canton, Ohio, who is blind and in 
ill health. She was so happy to hear 
my voice. She is so alone and lon- 
ely. especially at this time of y- 
ear.” 

Aliese Davis added: " Most eve- 
rybody hates to get old, but this 
makes me proud to be old. 1 thank 
the Lord God they have been so 
nice to us old people." 


Tom Katsamis, administrator ol 
the Irene Byron health centre near 
Fort Wayne said: “When you 
mention the programme lor the 
first time, many peupic arc afruid 
they're going to be billed for ii 
later. You can't imagine the looks 
on l heir faces after we assure them 
it's free. 

"People are talking to people 
who they haven't talked to in 
years. They don't send Christmas 
cards any more because of limited 
funds.” 



Christmas in the Big Apple: A down-and-out finds something edible in 
a Fifth Avenue litter bin. There are 36,000 homeless people in New 
York (Guardian photo) 


Thoughts for Christmas! 

By The Reverend Moussa Adeii 

THERE IS so much to be rej- 
oiced over at this Christmas 
time. Such a feast often brings 
the very best out in us. We for- 
get ourselves and think of olh- ' 
ers, for we find it difficult to be 
selfish in the face of such an 
unbelievable event — God 
himself taking flesh and com- 
ing among us. Rightly we rej- 
oice and yet for some who cam 
heavy burdens rejoicing must 
seem unreal. Severe suffering 
has the power to sanctify but it 
also has the power to numb the 
mind and soul. Just take one 
example. An old man forced 
out of Palestine by the occ- 
upation now lives in Jordan. 

His only son on the West Bank 
is dangerously ill. It is Chr- 
istmas time. He tries to cross 
the bridge. Kept waiting the 
whole day, he is turned away at 
nightfall. No reasons gi\en. 

The second day the same. On 
the third day he is allowed to 
cross. His son is already dead. 

He sits down and weeps, using 
the only power which has been 
Jett to him — tears. All around 
him tinsel, trees, turkeys find 
their way into Christian homes 


and from almost every tape 
recorder comes the strains of 
familiar carols. " Peace and Joy 
and Goodwill to all men!" 

One cannot make sense ol 
such situations — and there are 
so many and all happening in 
the land where Mary carried 
the Light of the World within 
her. bringing him forth for our 
sakes and later handing him 
over into the hard unfeeling 
hands of men and seeing him 
broken. And yet it is in the bre- 
aking and the subsequent tri- 
umph ol resurrection that the 
birth finds its meaning. 

My message today for all 
those who suffer is this: Do not 
tum away from the Joy of Chr- 
istmas thinking it has nothing 
to say to yuu. Draw near to tire 
child who is the centre of it all. 
He welcomes you — welcome 
him in return, in doing this you 
will find i hat inspuc of all the 
burdens you carry, your heart 
will be filled with a great gilt, 
that ol joy. peace and hope and 
that upsurge ot courage tor the 
future that he comes to bring. 
GOD BLKSS YOU. 


‘Silent Night’ originated 
in Austrian village 


By Peter Humphrey 

Reuter 

HALLE IN. Austria — No great 
poet wrote the words, no maestro 
composed the tune and no cel- 
ebrated singers graced its first 
rendition in December ISIS. 

But the simple Austrian village 
hymn known in English as "Silent 
Night" is heard around the world 
every Christmas in scores of lan- 
guages from German to Japanese 
and Swahili. 

It happened by chance. Josef 
Mohr, priest of St. Nikolai Church 
here, handed organist Franz- 
Xaver Gruber the poem he had 
written on Christmas Eve and 
asked him to compose a melody 
for two solo voices and a choir 
with guitar accompaniment. 

On that same Dec. 24 Mr. Gru- 
ber produced the renowned carol 
whose serenity fills Christian souls 
everywhere be it in majestic cat- 
hedrals, cruise ships, sriow- 
covercd huts, or far-flung mis- 
sionary stations in tropical Africa. 

The carol spread from Hallein. 
in Salzburg Province, to Inn- 
sbruck, capital of the Tyrol, and 
from there to Germany and the 
United States mistaken as a Tyr- 
olean folksong. 

Mr. Gruber's modest tomb and 
the performance of" Silent Night" 
in the parish with the original gui- 
tar every Christmas Eve draw 


thousands of pilgrims to ihi* salt 
mining settlement. 

The carol was written lor two 
solus and guitar due to a mis- 
fortune. according to local mus- 
eum accounts. 

Just before Christmas in ISIS 
the dilapidated church organ 
broke down and weeks would 
have passed before an organ bui- 
lder could come from the nei- 
ghbouring Tyrol to repair it. 

So Brother Mohr strummed his 
guitar and sang the high notes, 
while Mr. Gruber sang the low. 
and a four-part mixed choir rep- 
eated the last four bars. They won 
loud applause from the con- 
gregation. 

The original manuscript was 
lost and the hymn underwent 
many chan ges and em b- 
ellishmenis in subsequent years, 
not least in its many translations. 


Silent night, holy night. 

AU is calm. aU is bright 
Round you virgin mother and, 
child 

Holy infant so fender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Stilie nacht, heUige nacht. 
AUes schlaeft, einsam wacht 
Nut das traute heUige paar 
Holder knab’s ira lockigen 
haar 

Schlafe in himmiischer ruh\ 
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Tuesday 25th 
December1984 


Buffet Lunch at 


ft 


Night Club 
Adults JD 6.000 
; Children JD 3.500 
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SCANDIN/'VIAN 

SHOWROOM 


* Living' rooms 

* Dining rooms 
•> Bedroom sets 
<■- Wall units 
irLighting fixtures 
■irClubB for children 

* Modern Danish design 
Feather upholstery 

* Danish-Pack Homes 

* Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 



.Tne youtnful 
style with an 
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RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

Jsi Circle. JabaJ Amman, 

near Ahtiyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 



RESTAURANT jl - 

- - TAIWAN#-. 
| TOURISMO j 


3rd Circle, Jabal Amman i 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 

PEKING DUCK & 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


I 
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| Tal. 41093 Jj 


VISIT SOON! 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 




CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
! Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch Friday 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

12 Mt noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
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Gala Dinner at 
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? Night Club 


with THE FIRE BIRDS BAND 
The Lebanese Singer KHALIL HALLAK. 

The Egyptian Belly Dancer "MAYSA. 

and The Oriental BAND K ARAM BROS 




JD 12.000 Per Person Res.Dt5UOl.MVl5 


DAILY BUSINESS LUNCEON BUFFET 
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CHINA 

RESTAURANT! 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily'l 1 -30 *3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

lAQABA, Tel. 4415 
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ihi\ see lion 
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be yi s 
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Deluxe apartments 

jf 

for rent 
AQABA 

2 bedrooms, living area. 
Overlooking the gulf. 


More details, please 
contact Mazen Qusous 
Amman 21807 
Aqaba 4339 



Miramar 
Hotel 

aqAba 

4 4 4 4' 

Your stay in the 
MIRAMAR 
a holiday by itself. 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 


I^Creeit $ 

M0flraiHSe% Restaurant 

Presents to you 
Daily Luncheon Menu 


Soups 
Pish or meat 
Swaata or f rules 
Coffee 

4. Jordan dinars 


Hers D* Oeuvres 

FWi or meat 
Sweats or fruits 
Coffee 

6. Jordan dinars 


AHLAN WA SAHLAN to Otir quiet minic evenings. 
TEL WM «t074 .440n TELE* 2Z3M GOLD fQ 


PO BOX «IM JABAL - AMMAN 
BEHIND MAflOVJ'SE JEWEU.ERT - AMMAN - JORDAN 
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U.S. tops men’s 
athletics supremacy 


PARIS (R) — The United States completed a decade 
of world supremacy in men’s athletics this year, 
according to a survey published Monday by the 
French sports newspaper L’Equipe. 


. An analysis of world best per- 
formances In 24 events in 1984 
gave the Americans a clear lead 
over the Soviet Union, with East 
Germany a distant third. 


The top two places have been 
unchanged in L'Equipe's annual 
polk since 1975. while East Ger- 
many has been ousted from third 
only twice — by West Germany in 
1979 and last year. 


Britain' 5 traditional strength in 
middle-distance and marathon 
running helped secure fourth 


place in the rankings ahead of 
Italy and West Germany, with 
Kenya the top African nation in 
seventh position. 

The Kenyans showed the gre- 
atest improvement over last year, 
moving up seven places, while 
Italy gained five and Cze- 
choslovakia entered the top 10 for 
the first time in eighth place, three 
up on 1983. 

The biggest losers were Cuba 
who dropped from sixth to 13th 
and Spain who plunged from sev- 
enth to 22nd. 


Leading platings in the 1984 men’s rankings (last year’s positions 
brackets): 


in 


1. 

United States 

1,331 points 

(1) 

2. 

Soviet Union 

926 

(2) 

3. 

East Germany 

503.5 

(4) 

4. 

Britain 

298.5 

(5) 

5. 

Italy 

179 

(10) 

6. 

West Germany 

168.5 

(3) 

7. 

Kenya 

157 

. (14) 

8. 

Czechoslovakia 

126 

. UD 

9. 

Poland 

123 

(8) 

10. 

France 

118 

(9) 


Leicester trounces Coventry 


LONDON ( AP) — LeicesterTity 
and Nottingham Forest both sco- 
red comfortable victories in the 




Jary Lineker scored twice as 
Leicester thrashed Midlands nei- 
ghbours Coventiy City 5-1. The 
visitors went in front through 
Mickey Gynn after 1 8 minutes but 
three minutes later Steve Lynex 
equalised with a penalty. 

David Rennie put Leicester 


ahead after 42 minutes and Gary 
Lineker made it 3-1 on the stroke 
of halftime. 

In the last five minutes, Lineker 
scored his second goal and Alan 
Smith completed the rout. 

Nottingham Forest won 2-0 at 
Sunderland where Trevor Christie 
after 3S minutes and Steve Wigley 
in the final minute were on target. 

Neither result affected the sta- 
ndings at the top of the division. 


LOOKING FOR??? 


* Flat or office. 

* Someone to clean or maintain them. 


Please call tel. 42027 
MARAM SERVICES EST. 


Australia 

saves 

follow-on 


MELBOURNE (R) — Australia 
were indebted to their last-wicket 
pair Murray Bennett and Rodney 


Hogg for saving the follow-on on 
the third 


day of the fourth cricket 
test against West Indies at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground Mon- 
day. 

Australia were 253 for nine, still 
27 short of avoiding the follow-on, 

when Bennett and Ho gg came 
together and the pair added 28 
before bad light ended play. But at 
281 for nine. 198 behind West 
Indies' first innings total of 47 9, 
Australia remain m great peril. 


Australia, who lost the first 
three tests of the five-match ser- 
ies, were going well at 161 for one 
and 220 for three but after Kepler 
Wessels was fourth out for 90, the 
first of four victims for Malcolm 
Marshall, the picture changed. 


Allan Border, Australia's cap- 
tain, acknowledged his team's 
plight. “We are in a difficult pos- 
ition but we have a chance to live 
oh,” he said. “We will try to hang 
on as best we can. 


“We couldn't possibly hope to 
win it from here and we will be 
happjT at this stage with a draw.” 

Wessels and Andrew Hllditch, 
who were together when Australia, 
resumed at 115 for one, took their 
second-wicket stand to 125 in 174 
minutes before Hilditch was bow- 1 
led for 70 by off-spinner Roger 
Harper to make the score 161 for 
two. 


Kim Hughes, con tinuing his 
wretched series, was ont two runs 
later for nought caught behind off 
Courtney Walsh, and then at 220 
Wessels, the mainstay of the inn- 
ings, succumbed to Marshall and 
another catch by wicketkeeper 
Jeff Dujon. 


Marshall swept aside three 
more batsmen to finish the day 
with four for 76 from 29.2 overs 
and it was left to Bennett and 
Hogg to pull off a minor coup for 
the home team by saving the 
follow-on. Tuesday is a rest day. 


Platini adds new 
honour to list 


PARIS (R) — Soccer star Michel 
Platini, captain of France's Eur- 
opean Championship winning side 
this year, was Sunday named 1984 
French Champion of Champions 
in a poll by TEquipe sports new- 
spaper. 

It was the second time Platini, 
who plays for Italian dub Juv- 
entus, has won the prestigious 
annual award. The last time was in 
1977. 

The midfield maestro has been 
piling up the honours since he sta- 
rted 1984 as European Footballer 
of the Year. He helped Juventus 
-win the European Cup-Winners' 
Cup and the Italian League Cha- 
mpionship, ending the season as 
top scorer in the Italian first div- 
ision. 

Inevitably, he was named best 


player of the European Cha- 
mpionship and is clear favourite to 
be voted Europe’s top footballer 
again this year. 

The French government joined 
the accolade last wSek when it 
announced Platini is to be made a 
Cheavalier of the Legion of Hon- 
our, one of the country’s highest 
civilian awards. 

Grand Prix racing driver Alain 
Prost, who won seven races last 
season but was narrowly beaten by 
'Austrian team-mate Niki Lauda 
for the World Championship, was 
runner-up in the poll. 

Third was pole-vaulter Pierre 
Quinon who upstaged the Ame- 
ricans in the Los Angeles Oly- 
mpics to win the gold medal. 

Leading p lacings in the Cha- 
mpion of Champions award: 


1. Michel Platini (soccer) 

2. Alain Prost (motor racing) . 

3. Pierre Quinon (athletics) 

4. Laurent Fignon (cycling) 

'5. Jean Tigana (soccer) 

6. Bernard Hinault (cycling) 

7.. Philippe Boisse (fencing) 

8. Joseph Mahmoud (athletics) 

9. Jean-Franco is Lamour (fencing) 

Bernard Bregeon (kayak canoeing) 


Points 


20 

18 

17 

12 

11 

8 

6 

5 


Juventus holds on to top spot 


ROME (R) — Intern azionale 
stole a point on Italian league lea- 
ders Verona Sunday thanks to an 
impressive 2-0 win over fourth- 
placed Sampdoria. 

The win left third-placed Inter 
two points adrift of Verona, who 
drew 0-0 at Como, and level on 1 9 
points with second-placed Torino, 
also held to a goalless draw at Ata- 

lanta 

Sandro Alto belli put Inter on 
the victory trail — and won a was- 
hing machine for scoring the qui- 
ckest goal of the day — when he 
netted after only six minutes. 

Inter players are fast making a 
habit of collecting domestic app- 
liances along with league points. 
Last week Liam Brady won a ref- 
rigerator for performing a similar 
feat 

Karl -Heinz Rummenigge made' 
it 2-0 from Franco Causio’s pro- 
bing pass in the 83rd minute. 
Rummenigge’ s West German- 


international team-mate Hans- 
Peter Briegel came closest to sna- 
tching both points in Verona's 
tough draw with Como. And Tor- 
ino also enjoyed a second half 
let-off when Swede Glen- Peter 
Stromberg missed a golden opp- 
ortunity to put Atalanta ahead. 

In Turin, Michel Platini scored 
Juventus* second goal in their 2-0 
win over Napoli to remain top of 
the first division marksman* s table 
with eight goals, followed by Alt- 
obelli on seven. 


Diego Maradona was unlucky 
when a lightning first half raid 
ended with his shot shaving a post. 
But the Argentine , striker lost 
.heart after Massimo Briaschfs 
psychologically crucial goal for 
Juventus two minutes before the 
interval. 

Roma, too, continued their 
march up the table with an action 
packed 3-2 home win over luc- 
kless Cremonese. 


TODAY 


TODAY i 


OPERA CINEMA 


Abdali, Tel: 675573, Abdali Trading Centre, behind 
Alfa offices 


Presents the strongest and greatest film production 
for the year 1984, the great film: 


STROKE R ACE 

(Dolby Stereo) 







Starring: Burt Reynolds, Loni Anderson, 
Ned Beatty 


Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


RENT- 


f OR REt 

..Deluxe fully-Jumisbetf apartmettl m the form of ¥ villa, t 
consisting of two flokriftThe firrfffloor consists of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms. Tti& second floor consists 
of salon, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, bathroom, 
wall-to-wall carpets, central heating, telephone, was-; 
hing machine, drier, dishwasher and colour television. 

Call telephone 669242 


The struggling visitors, who are 
^barred from playing newly-signed 
(Polish defender • Waldyfclaw 
rZm'uda until January! 9, pulled 
k back to 2-2 with second half goals 
by Giancarlo Fraardi after Giu- 
seppe Gianni oi and Carlo Anc- 
elotti had put Roma ahead. 


WANTED 


1. Office manager (male or female). Must have good 
command of English and high qualifications. 

2. Secretary - with Arabic and English typing and kno- 
wledge of filing. 


Good salaries offered. 

For appointment please contact Tel: 674372, Amman. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842' 
after 2 p.m. 


Drug taking should be a 
personal choice, says 



By John Mehaffey 

Reuter 


LONDON — Steve "Ovett, Bri- 
tain's 1,500 metres world record 
holder, believes athletes should, 
not be automatically barred from 
taking performance-enhancing 
drugs such as anabolic steroids. 

“With certain reservations. I 
think that taking drugs to aid per- 
formance should be a matter of 
personal choice, just as it is in-, 
other aspects of life,” Ovett writes 
in his recent book “Ovett: An' 
.Autobiography” . 

“ We take drugs when we are 31 
to aid our recovery to fuU health 
and we use them for minoT ail- 
ments. such as headaches and sle- 
eplessness: But from there we 
move across the spectrum, begin 
to touch on the area of morality 
associated with taking drugs for 
better sporting performance. 

“Many people take sleeping 
pills and tranquQisers to aid their' 
performance at work the next day 
and no-one questions the morality 
of drugs used in this area.” 

Ovett says the medical pro- 
fession and sports administrators 
should look more closely at the 
whole question of drugs in sport. 

“There have been rather woolly 
claims that drugs on the banned 
list are damaging: When anabolic 
steroids were first used there were 
stories about possible cancer, 
im potency and other claims, but it 
seems to me that these were chi- 
ldish deterrent methods used by 
administrators to frighten ath- 
letes” 

Ovett’s book, written in con- 
duction with John Rodda, athletics 
correspondent of the Guardian- 
newspaper, also details for the 
first time the traumas of the 1980 
Olympic 800 metres champion in- 
Los Angeles. 

Dogged through tbe games by 
illness. Ovett qualified for both 
the 800 and 1,500 metres finals 
but finished eighth and last in the- 
800 and did not finish the second 
race. 

Ovett, who had been suffering 
from bronchitis before the games, 
says the first signs of serious tro- 
uble came when he moved with 
tbe British athletics team from 
their framing camp in San Diego 
to Los Angeles. 

•Smog, which none of the Ame- 
rican officials or media-wanted to„- 
talk about was . definitely there, , 
worse bn some days,” he says. 

Ovett was taken to hospital 
after both races although be says 
the graphic television pictures of 
him gasping for breath in the giant 
Los Angeles Colisieum exa- 
ggerated the seriousness of his 
condition. 

He says he tried his best and 
failed. 

‘Los Angeles left me with 
memories that no sportsman 
would want: Illness and defeat in 
the 800 metres and then, after the 
struggle to fight back, those chi- 
lling initials by my name in the 
1 .500 metres, DNF or ‘did not fin- 
ish',” Ovett writes. 

The book gives intriguing gli- 
mpses into the character of the 
man who has been one of Britain's 
most controversial and colourful 


sportsmen. 

“If there is one thing that I 
know about myself it is that you 
can predict that I will be unp- 
redictable,” Ovett says in the pre- 
face. 

Ovett recalls his childhood in 
Brighton amid the close-knit cam- 
araderie of street marketers. 

“Tbe days were hard, when I 
look back now, harder than I rea- 
lised but there was a lot of fun,” he 
says. 

He describes his progress from 
promising schoolboy athlete to 
international competitor, giving 
full credit to bis parents for their 
financial support and enc- 
ouragement but also detailing in 
full his breakup with them after 
the 1980 Olympics. 

He says his attention to Rachel, 
the woman who was to become his 
-wife, suddenly deprived his family 
4 “of something which they bel- 
ieved they deserved more than 
anybody else”. 

“It was by no means an ung- 
rateful son who closed behind him 
that door which, almost four years 
on, has not been opened again.” 
he says. 

Ovett also goes fully into his 
decision not to talk to the British, 
media, a decision reached in 1975 
when the Ovett family decided to 
ignore the press while con- 
centrating on the Montreal Oly- 
mpics in the following year. 

Ovett says be looked upon the 
press as a superficial side of the 
.sport. 

. “And the fact that I would not 
conform to their rituals meant that 
I was bound to be presented as the 
bad guy,” he writes. 

The Los Angeles Olympics may 
< have been a disaster for Ovett but 


to retain his’l ,500 metres^^-agjj 
■for good measure won ’ * ** 
silver in the 800. 
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‘Sebastian Coe combi 


Miller details Coe’ s 
tie with illness and injury? 

Miller describes 
Angeles experience and ) 
depth about the 
made by his father anc 
Peter. '$?&■- 



A chapter tided “the- 
weaning” outlines the i 
both Coes to stay apart i 
weeks before the Olyrnf 
“The decision Peter 
in no way changed 
ationship. It’s important] 
coach should be suj 
tension goes from you to ;fiBt and :: ‘ V 
then comes back again frorahhn, * 
emotionally charged. 

“Then it’s not a prqMcag.hai- Ci 
ved, it's a problem doublrafjjftii. J* 
ler quotes Coe as saying. * 

The alleged antipathy between 



Coe and Ovett, a fruitfuFsubjeci £ 
of speculation for sporisWriteis r r! " 


since the pair -emerged as world- 
beating runners in the late 1970s, 
-is given only passing reference in 
both books. - 

“We’re not particular friends, 
but my heart goes out to hbh-asan 
athlete.” was Coe's comment after 
learning that Ovett had been inj- 
ured. ' *?•_ 

For his part. Ovett describes 
reports of a feud be tween the pair 
as ‘ concocted 1 . ^ y' 

Both books comment fav- 
ourably on the changes inflows 
relating to amateurism • fif. ath- 
letics. : 

Ovett credits New Zealand's 
1976 Olympic 1.500 metee$cba- 
mpion John Walker, “the greatest 




!TCi 




:-l •. _ 


they turned out to be a triumph for - m Her I have ever seen”," ftjrmak- 
his great British rival Sebastian uig the European athletk32£ttcuit 
Coe. who became the first person economically viable. - r t- 
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L’OLIVIER RESTAURANT 


invites you to celebrate Christrrias day-lunch" 
and dinner-with their special menu for this 
occasion. 


Fbr reservations, please call 819564. 


On behalf of the new management and staff 
of L’Olivier, we wish you a Merry Christmas, 
and a Happy New Year. 


(Fresh sea food is available). 



MONGOLIAN BARBECUE 

at 



Chen’s Chinese Restaurant 
• • Tel: 818214 
■Pn Xmas Eve and X’mas Day and on New Year's Eve 
from 6:30 p.m. to midnight 
JD 5 per person. 


THE Daily Crossword by Victor Jambor, Jl 


i 


ACROSS 
1 Baranvt'a wifi 
5 Scrimpy 
11 HandtadumaHy 

14 Author Paton 

15 Overhaul shoos 
18 Put Into action 
17 East or trait 

. 19 Wbamaaaura 
TO Bristles - 
■ 71 Abound 

22 ntt 

23 Ground up grain 
25 Stow 

*27 Vanquish 
30 Namsindancfcig 

33 Go astray 

34 Closes in 

37 Building 
addition 

38 Boudraauand 
Gohrfg 

40 Flavoring seed 

42 Gnil - 

43 Cuts Rim tor 
allowing 

45 Carries 

47 Stevedores' 

grp- 

48 Particulars 
50 Most rsady 

52 Quota a speech 

53 Astronaut 
55 WWI plane 

57 Raines of Wins 
59 Comers 

63 Nettle 

64 Agricultural 
area 

68 Bafletdanco 

67 Of old age 

68 Therefore 
68 Spacers 

70 Muddled 

71 Rough Hie 
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Sorvtaro. Inc. 

All Menu RntnM 


DOWN 

1 Morse dashes 

2 LHy genus 

3 Marshall DUon 

4 Confine 

5 Sellout letters 

6 Armojrero 

7 Valuable thing 


10 Poetic time 

11 Thanksgiving 
treat 

12 Pari of the 
world 

13 Whip mark 

18 Showed a pro- 
gram again 

22 Reads poetry 

24 Vfagfeila 
willow 

26 One — time 

27 Removed 

28 Wear away 

29 Xmas treats 

30 Helper ahbr. 

31 Spools of Him 

32 Bishop’s 
permission 

35 insects 

38 — de Janeiro 

39 Settled and 
steady 

41 Spectral 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



8 Judge's garment 44 Taketteasy 

9 Declines 46 Venetian red 

suddenly 48 Grimaced 


51 Boring writer 

53 Thrash grain 

54 Molten metal 
container 

55 Location 

56 Dance 


58 Take for awMo 

60 Gumbo 

61 Barrels 

62 Cease 

64 Youth ong. 

65 Foundation 
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TVCHE HOTEL 

P.Ues 3196 U eeina.sems 
Mu K711Tjtfcah ] 



Wld.lTWiq^C riv 


IT IS BOXING DAY 

Come and join SANTA at 

TVCHE HOTEL 


where there is lotsof fun, food, gifts and a video cassette 
disco. 


on 26-12-84 for onlyJD 3.000* 


TIME 


GORBACHEV COMES CALLING 

THATCHER AT CAMP DAVID (Busy week in 
British diplomacy) ~~ 

TENSION IN GDANSK (Polish government 
tries to keep the lid on) 

THE CHAMPAGNE BUSINESS BUBBLES 
OVER (New buyers for fine wines) 

A TRIUMPHANT WELCOME FOR 1 PASS AGE 
TO INDIA’ (North American critics hail David 
Lean movie) 

FRANCE’S HIGH-FLYING FIXER (Takeout on 
Bernard Tapie) 



"I* ** ★ One- Theatre* ★ ★.* 

£ Philadelphia* 


LE 

CADEAU: 




Shorn at 


TH.. 34144- 34149 
** ★ ★ .* ★ * 
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N. Yemen on threshold of oil exporting age 
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SANAA (R) — After decades of 
dependence on foreign aid and 
remittances from workers abroad. 
North Yemen is suddenly on the 
threshold of an oil age which will 
bring the Red Sea country une- 
xpected wealth. 

Yemen Hunt Oil, a subsidiary 
of the U.S. Hunt Oil Company, 
struck oil in the far east of North 
Yemen this summer, and there is 
no longer any doubt that the res- 
erves are enough to make pro- 
duction for export a commercial 
proposition. 

president Ali Abdullah Saleh 

confirmed this in an interview with 

American journalists recently, 
saying that the oil could be shi- 
pped out from the Red Sea coast 
within two years. 

Hunt Oil general manager in 
Sanaa, Mr. William Furr, has dec- 
lined to give details of the com- 
pany’s latest activities, but oil sou- 
rces close to the company say the 
executives there are "all smiles". 


Not even Hunt know exactly 
how much oil there is in their Alef 
held since the company has drilled 
so far only three of the 14 wells 
needed to delineate the perimeter 
precisely. 

But diplomats in the North 
Yemen capital say they are telling 
their governments to expect exp- 
ons of 200,000 barrels a day by 
the end of the I9R0s. 

Exports at that level would have 
a dramatic effect on the financial 
position of the government, which 
expects to receive about 6.200 
million riyals (5960 million) in 
revenue next year. 

The government holds a 51 per 
cent share in the Hunt concession, 
which was granted in 19S1. It cov- 
ers 1 2.600 square kilometres aro- 
und Marib. an ancient capital of 
Yemen and site of a dam which 
supported a large population until 
it broke in the sixth century A.D. 

The government-controlled 
press has been keeping quiet 


about Hunt's discoveries, app- 
arently to prevent the exp- 
ectations of the country's six mil- 
lion people from rising too rap- 
idly. 

North Yemen also wants to pre- 
vent too many of its 1.5 million 
'workers abroad returning too qui- 
ckly. They send home about SI. 2 
billion a year and provide the cou- 
ntry's main source of hard cur- 
rency. 

Yemenis maintain in private 
that Saudi Arabia, their wealthy 
and overbearing neighbour, is fur- 
ious at their good fonune. But 
President Saleh dismissed such 
talks, saying the Saudis had in fact 
congratulated him on the oil dis- 
coveries. 

Saudi Arabia is North Yemen’s, 
main aid donor, with budgetary 
aid alone estimated at over S100 
million. 

The Alef field lies close to the 
borders with both Saudi Arabia 
and South Yemen, in an area 


where local tribesmen have often 
challenged the authority of the 
Sanaa government. 

But Hunt are said to be relaxed 
about the security of the field and 
the authorities are thought to be 
strong enough to ensure the safety 
of the installations, which lie in 
easily defensible open desert. ' 

A Soviet team working on the 
South Yemeni side of the border 
found traces of oil at Shabwa, rai- 
sing the prospect of the Alef field 
extending over the border. In this 
case the two countries would have 
to agree on how to divide it. 

Oil sources in Sanaa said the 
most likely route for a pipeline 
would be through the town of 
Dhammar, south of Sanaa, and 
along a new road to the Red Sea 
port of Salif. 400 kilometres away. 

Hunt has signed agreements 
with a group of South Korean 
companies, apparently in con- 
nection with the pipeline, the oil 
sources said. 
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Soviet Union eyes Chinese economic reforms 


-'d.!. *. , 


PEKING (R) — The Soviet 
Union, battling serious economic 
problems, criticises Peking for its 
unorthodox economic reforms but 
is showing a discreet interest in 
their success and how the reforms 
are applied. 

Peking has chalked up an imp- 
ressive list of record harvests since 
relaxing Marxist economic pol- 
icies in the countryside five years 
ago and is now preparing to apply 
similar reforms to industry. 

China's new methods, based 
largely on cash incentives for wor- 
kers and a reduction of state con- 
trol over the economy, have pro- 
ved to be more effective than the 
Soviet-style centrally-planned 
economy which stifled growth for 
30 years. 

The orthodox Marxists in the 
Kremlin have accused China of 
undermining communist ideology 
and have warned that the reforms 
will lead to inflation and une- 
mployment. 

But China, happy at the rapid 
growth in its agriculture and ind- 
ustry since the reforms began, has 
replied by warning that the Soviet 


economy will never succeed unless 
it adopts the Chinese model. 

Western political economists 
rule out any direct transplant of 
the Chinese reforms in the Soviet 
Union, but they say that Moscow 
is showing interest in spite of its 
rhetoric. 

Soviet leaders fear that if they 
went as fast with economic reform 
as Peking, the heterogeneous nat- 
ure of Soviet society with its many 
different races could make pol- 
itical control during the process 
impossible, the diplomats said. 

“In their heart of hearts, they 
know that what the Chinese are 
doing now they will have to do in 
some way sooner or later.” one 
diplomat said. 

Significant visit 

The latest example of Moscow’s 
quiet interest is the visit of Soviet 
First Deputy Premier Ivan Ark- 
hipov. 

Mr. Arkhipov has brought with 
him to Peking the most powerful 
Soviet economic and trade del- 
egation since the (wo communist 
powers fell out in a bitter ide- 
ological dispute 20 years ago. 


He has already agreed with his 
Chinese hosts on a major long- 
term trade pact and more eco- 
nomic and scientific contacts. 

His itinerary in China is sig- 
nificant. 

Diplomats say ii is no coi- 
ncidence that (he Soviet del- 
egation will visit some pioneering 
centres of Chinese urban reform 
such as the bustling southern city 
of Canton, dubbed by the Chinese 
media as the "future vision of 
China”, and the central town of 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Wuhan, which has also been used 
as a testing ground for reforms. 

He will go to the Shenzhan Spe- 
cial Economic Zone (SEZ). (he 
first area to be given wide-ranging 
powers to attract Western cap- 
italist investment. 

Workers (here are paid acc- 
ording to output, and factories 
produce what the customer wants, 
not what the state says, the ant- 
ithesis of orthodox Marxist eco- 
nomics. 


A Kremlin concern is that many 
of China's reforms have been 
taken straight off the drawing 
board of Hungary’s current eco- 
nomic experiment, where free 
from the watchful eye of Moscow, 
they have been developed further. 
East European sources said. 

The New China News Agency 
during Mr. Arkhipov's visit pri- 
nted a lengthy analysis from its 
Moscow correspondent on the 
future of the Soviet economy. 

It referred favourably to Mos- 
cow's recent small experiments in 
loosening up its rigid controls on 
industry. 

However the report said, ‘‘all 
these measures, though useful in 
the short-term, cannot solve the 
problems that have affected eco- 
nomic growth of the Soviet Union 
for many years. 

"The central issue decisive to 
future Soviet economic dev- 
elopment remains: How to speed 
up scientific and technological 
progress and reforms its man- 
agement system so as to get the 
national economy on the right 
course," it said. 


Polish bank keeps E. European foothold in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — A Polish bank 
run from Warsaw is still operating 
quietly in Tel Aviv's business dis- 
trict 17 years after Israel and Pol- 
and broke off diplomatic rel- 
ations.- . ■ 

Polska Kasa Opievi (PKO ) does 
not offer its 2,000 Israeli clients 
bank cards or cash dispensing 
machines. Its grey stone exterior 
and equally drab interior have 
none of the chrome glitter of Isr- 
aeli banks. 

The commercial bank, founded 
in Poland in 1929. gives elderly 
Polish-speaking customers a taste 
of the old country in the Middle 
East. They can cash their cheques 
at the “kasa”, or cashier, and pur- 
chase shares on the Tel Aviv stock 
exchange at the “papiery war- 
tosciowe" counter. 

Aside from the Romanian emb- 
assy and airline. PKO is the only 
□on- religious Eastern European 


foothold in Israel. 

In 1933 during the British man- 
date of Palestine, the bank opened 
its branch on tree-lined Allenby 
street, aiming to attract business 
--from Polish immigrants, says Mr. 
Wlodzimierz Menes. 72. assistant 
manager of PKO Tel Aviv. 

PKO maintains only two other 
overseas branches, in Paris and 
Buenos Aires, which both have 
large Polish emigre communities. 

Warsaw followed Moscow and 
other Eastern European gov- 
ernments by pulling its embassy 
out of Israel when the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war broke out. The bank 
stayed. 

“The way I understand it. Pol- 
and believed things would return 
to normal.” Mr. Menes said. “If 
there is a resumption of ties, we 
have connections ... and a list of 
people ready to do business with 
Poland. All it will take is a green 
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light and we can begin in earnest 
tomorrow.” 

Israel has called for renewed 
ties with Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union but there is no sign 
relations will be resumed. 

“Right now, there is no trade 
with Poland and very limited deals 
with Romania. Bulgaria, Hungary 
and Yugoslavia ... some arranged 
through other countries like Swi- 
tzerland or Britain,” Mr. Menes 
said. 

The Polish bank has turned to 
the local market, offering a full 
line of commercial services which 
include dollar-Iinked shekel acc- 
ounts, providing protection from 
Israel’s R00 per cent annual inf- 
lation. 

PKO once did booming bus- 
iness with left-wing Israeli kib- 
butzim, or collective farming set- 
tlements but they have since 
moved their accounts to larger 
Israeli banks. 

About 156,000 Jews came to 
Israel from Poland after World 
War II. As only a handful of the 


country’s three-million-strong 
Jewish community survived, mosL 
Polish-bom Israelis no longer 
have relatives there — but some 
funds are still sent to Poland from 

.the Jewish. state. -» - 

.. “Today most of the ftjnds tra- 
nsferred through us are sent 1 to 
Poles from Jews whom they hid 
(from the Nazis) during the war,” 
Mr. Menes said. “There is a $150 
a year limit but in Poland that’s a 
lot of money." 

Modest but steady 
profit 

PKO is the only completely 
foreign-owned bank in Israel and 
the Tel Aviv branch earns a mod- 
est but steady profit. 

The bank's most loyal cus- 
tomers include some ultra- 
orthodox Jews. forbidden by ritual 
law to claim interest on their 
money from fellow Jews. 

“So they bank with us because 
we are regarded as Christians.” 
said Mr. Menes. 


1985 may be dollar’s peak year 


NEW YORK (R) — Many currency analysts believe 
1985 could be the year of the dollar’s long-awaited 
decline. 


The value of the dollar against 
other major currencies has risen 
relentlessly over the past four 
years. 

Warnings that it was overvalued 
have been ignored repeatedly by 
investors, and past predictions by 
analysts that “the bubble’s got to 
burst this year” have all proved 
fallible. 

Even for 1985 most analysts 
expect the dollar to hit historic 
highs against the German mark 
and the pound sterling before 
mid-year. It is only in the second 
half of 1985 that analysts see a 
steady decline setting in. 

The main factor weighing in 
analysts’ predictions for a dollar, 
fall in 1985 is the size of the U.S. 
current account payments deficit 
with the rest of the world. 

“Sooner or later the $100 
billion-plus addition to foreign 
dollar holdings implied by the 
U.S. current account deficit will 
saturate overseas demand for dol- 
lar assets.” Chase Econometrics 
said in a recent economic profile. 

Last year a $100 billion U.S. 
current account deficit in 1984 
was just a forecast. But it proved 
.correct. 

U.S. Commerce Secretary Mal- 
colm Baldrige predicts it will be 
even higher at $130 billion in 


1985. He is one member of the 
administration who is getting wor- 
ried about the impact of the high 
dollar on U.S. exports. 

The New York Times in a rec- 
ent editorial described the dollar’s 
strength as “weakness". 

“The value of the dollar needs 
to be brought down, prudently," 
the paper said. 

Mr. Ron Liesching. economist 
at Chase Manhattan capital mar- 
kets group, said: “The dollar is 
probably past its cyclical peak and 
could easily drop through 2.50: 
marks next year.” 

The dollar reached an ll*Vi 
year high of 3.1 7 marks in late 
September, more than 1 6 percent _ 
higher than its 1 983 closing rate of 
about 2.73 marks. 

But in the early part of 1985, 
the dollar could bounce higher on 
renewed growth in the U.S. eco- 
nomy and firmer interest rates 
after a sluggish performance in the 
latter half of 1984, 

About 60 per cent of foreign 
exchange managers at 50 U.S. 
multinational companies polled 
by Bankamerica International 
predict the dollar will rise in the 
first quarter, with two-thirds exp- 
ecting an advance to 3.20 to 3.25 
marks. 

The dollar is currently trading 


Cartel trial of Israeli 
bank chiefs to continue 

TEL AV’IV (R) — An Israeli court ruled Monday that the heads of 
Israel's four largest banks must stand trial on charges that they 
formed a cartel to reduce interest rates on negotiable certificates of 
deposit. 

Judge Avigdor S&lion of the Tel Aviv district court rejected a 
motion by Bank Hapoalim and the United Mizrahi Bank to dismiss 
the charges brought by the government. 

Chief executives Mr. Ernst Japhet of Bank Leumi. Mr. Giora Gazit 
of Bank Hapoalim, Mr. Eli Cohen of the Israel Discount Bank and 
Mr. Aharon Meir of the United Mizrahi Bank face a maximum 
sentence of eight months in jail if found guilty. 

The trade restrictions department of the ministry of industry and 
trade charged the bank heads and their respective institutions with 
form ing a cartel last year to cut interest rates paid on the certificates. 

According to the indictment, the four met in June. 1983, and^ 
agreed to bring interest down from 120 per cent annum to 85 per 
cent. 

Further meetings were alleged to have resulted in rate rises to 93 
per cent and 103 per cent. 

On Dec. 1 1 , lawyers for the chief executives of Bank Leumi and 1 
the Israel Discount Bank entered pleas of not guilty. 

Bank Hapoalim and the Uni ted; Mizrahi Bank asked the court to . 
.dismiss the charges, portending tjhq^dittrqent was unclear. ; 

After Monday’s ruling Bank Hapoalim and the United Mizrahi * 
Bank also pleaded not guilty. 

The trial was recessed until March. 

Caracas stresses importance of 
OPEC’s role in oil market 

CARACAS (R) — OPECs future and the stabilisation of the oil 
market depends on members adopting an effective production and 
price policing mechanism, Venezuelan Energy and Mines Minister 
Arturo Hernandez Grisanti said Sunday. 

“OPEC would take a historic step backwards by renouncing the 
use of its influence on the market,” Mr. Hernandez Grisanti told a 
press conference. 

He said approval of a plan setting up a body to ensure members of 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) res- 
pected production and pricing policies would have an important 
psychological effect. 

“Prices would rise the next day," he added. 

The proposal, made by Venezuela, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, will 
be discussed at an OPEC meeting in Geneva on Thursday. 


Peanuts 


'Which new phone service do we want 
to subscribe to? How about jungle 
drums?" 




NEVER CATCH A 
FISH WHILE HE'S 
P0MG AEROBICS... 




Unscrambte these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


t THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| ^ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 
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IT'S “SAIP'T O 
BE A TEST. 


Now arrange the efided letter* to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ui/ y y 

Print answer here: 1 A. 1 J 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DITTO WHEAT TRICKY HALLOW 
Answer How children arrive at your door tonight— 
EVERY “WITCH" WAY 



Andy Capp 



( TELL HIM 
V THERE’S 

> ANEW 

( BARMAID 

> ATTHE « 
('STAR AND 

^ GARTER 1 



around 3.10 marks. 

The view that interest rates 
could firm boosting the value of 
tbe dollar on world currency mar- 
kets in the first three months was 
backed by Mr. Barry Wainstein. 
ohief corporate dealer at Ban- 
kamcrica International. 

Over the past year some eco- 
nomists and policymakers have 
expressed fears that investors 
could take fright at the massive 
U.S. current account or the fed- 
eral budget deficit and rush to sell 
dollars — destabilising the world’s 
financial system. 

But most analysis do not expect 
this. 

"If the money doesn’t flow into 
the U.S.. where else does it go?” 
said Mr. David Palmer, senior vice 
president of First American Bank 
of New York. 

The yen has often been tipped 
asthe major beneficiary of a dollar 
decline due to the Japanese eco- 
nomy’s strength. But relatively 
higher returns on U.S.-dollar 
denominated investments could 
still keep the dollar firm against 
the yen next year. 

Despite Japan's widely pub- 
licised trade surplus with the rest 
of the world, capital continues to 
flow out of the country. 

Japan's long-term capital acc- 
ount deficit in calendar 1984 is 
expected to exceed 540 billion 
against a record $1 7.7 billion def- 
icit in 1983. 


Similarly, none of the major 
European currencies stands out os 
particularly attractive alternatives 
to the dollar. 

European economic growth and 
interest rales are closely lied to 
developments in the United Sta- 
tes. most analysts said. 

'When the U.S. economy wea- 
kens. Europe lose-, its loc- 
omotive," Mr. Tom Campbell, 
New York-based foreign exc- 
hange marketing manager at First 
National Bank of Chicago, said 
However. Chase’s Licschine 
warned: "The U.S. may be the 
tone locomotive of the world eco- 
nomy but it can’t remain that wav 
for much longer." 

West German analysts said the 
mark stands to gain if the dollar 
becomes less attraciri e due to fal- 
ling U.S. interest rates, but any 
advances will be restrained by lik- 
ely cuts in domestic rales. 

Analysts in London said the 
pound sterling, which fell to a rec- 
ord low of Sl.lcC? recently, 
would remain vulnerable in 1985 
due to the continuing popularity 
ot the dollar, shaky world oil pri- 
ces and industrial unrest m Britain 
exemplified by the nine- 
month-old coalminers strike. 

A recent survey ol 45 eco- 
nomists by Euromoney magazine 
showed an average forecast of a 
modest appreciation in sterling's 
value to about S 1 .30 bv the end of 
19S5. 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, DEC., 25, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A very merry Christmas 
to you. This is a meaningful day full of love and affec- 
tionate feelings. It is a day to cement personal relation- 
ships and for worthwhile activities. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You will very likely get 
your finest wishes today or you may have to go after 
them. Try to see as many persons as you can. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Show affection for those 
you like and live your particular philosophy of fife to- 
day and you enjoy others more. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Show that you com- 
prehend the finest principles and tenets which this day 
is supposed to denote. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You have 
very good hunches about how to make this a delightful 
day between yourself and the one you love the most. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You understand the desires 
of others and should give them the backing they need. 
Be happy. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Concentrate on what can 
be done for others, especially those who are not so for- 
tunate as you. Spread cheer everywhere. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You are full of the holi- 
day spirit and can have much happiness, both at home 
and with friends and relatives. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Focus your attention 
on your home and family and be happy there. Make 
plans for the New Year ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be sure to com- 
municate with everyone possible today and get good 
results. Say memorable things to those you love. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) While celebrating, 
be sure to think about practical affairs and how to make 
the future brighter. This next year will be better for you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19] Much happiness can 
be yours today, and you should show appreciation for 
the many kind thoughts from others. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A day for meditation that 
can bring you greater peace and happiness. Your Mate 
can be very devoted now and bring you solace. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be a New Age product and should go to modern schools 
where the latest technology is taught and will then be 
well equipped to achieve great success. Do not deter 
from expressng different traits from the norm, since it 
is from this that success will come. 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, DEC. 26, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: After early morning 
clean-up, it is an excellent day for continuing with as 
much constructive activity as possible and for express- 
ing your finest talents. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Morning is fine for mak- 
ing collections and paying bills, but later be with charm- 
ing persons and make fine, new plans. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Make sure you keep 
a promise to another in the morning. Then contact those 
persons who can help you in civic affairs, and make the 
future brights. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Early handle your work 
load efficiently and then plan how to get your finest 
talents working more profitably. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Early handle 
obligations connected with yesterday’s fun and then 
study into more up-to-date methods for the days ahead. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get the situation at home 
straightened out before you meet with a partner and talk 
’over new methods for getting ahead faster. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You have delayed where 
some communication is concerned, so handle that first 
of alL Be wise. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Pay only bills that are 
pressing and forget making any new investments today, 
and later you can be with congenials for recreation. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be more thoughtful 
of your family today and carry on with yesterday’s in- 
teresting activities. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Some secret ir- 
ritation should be taken care of early, then handle prac- 
tical affairs wisely and get your points across. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Don't permit a pal 
to take up your time in the morning when you want to 
plan the future more intelligently. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Avoid a higher-up 
who may be irritated and want a whipping boy and cany 
through with what you have in mind. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Study your own wishes 
in the morning, and then contact the persons who can 
be most helpful to you in gaining them. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she is 
apt to be a little slow at learning in school early in life, 
but be patient since your progeny will retain more 
knowledge than others thusly. Upon reaching adulthood, 
a great potential for brilliance and big success arises. 
A great appreciation for music here. 
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Reagan stands firm on 


‘Star -Wars’ programme 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — President Reagan is 
standing firmly behind his “Star Wars” pro- 
gramme, refusing to scale down the project or trade 
space weapons for Soviet concessions at next 
month’s Geneva arms control talks. 


Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger, in a television interview 
Sunday", said Reagan would not 
shelve development of a space- 
based auri-m issUe defence system 
as Moscow has urged. 

“We will not give that up,” Mr. 
Weinberger said. “It’s designed to 
destroy incoming missiles before 
they get to a target... it offers the 
most hope (of averting nuclear 
war) of anything that I think has 
been proposed in this whole 
field.” 

He added, however, that “we 
will certainly discuss it in the con- 
text of offensive and defensive sys- 
tems” at the Jan. 7 and 8 talks 
between Secretary of State Geo- ■ 
rge Shultz and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko. 

But Mr. Weinberger said the 


administration had no plans to use 
space weapons as a bargaining 
chip at the Geneva talks in return 
for a Soviet weapons cut. 

He also denied that Mr. Reagan 
was planned to scale down the 
goals of his strategic defence ini- 
tiative, as the space weapons pro- 
gramme is officially known. 


The New York Times Sunday 
quoted administration officials as 
saying the programme was being’ 
downgraded from a shield against 
all enemy missiles to a means of 
protecting only America’s land- 
based nuclear arsenal. 


Mr. Reagan, returning to Was- 
hington Sunday from a weekend 
at the Camp David presidential 
retreat, shrugged off the reports, 
telling reporters: “It isn't going to 


protect missiles, if s going to des- 
troy missiles.” 

The president* s five-year, $26 
billion programme is aimed at. 
developing a space-based system- 
capable of destroying Soviet mis- 
siles in flight. 

Meanwhile in Moscow a Soviet 
commentator said Monday that 
the forthcoming U.S.-Soviet arms 
talks in Geneva should be a 
“major landmark" of the new 
year, but warned there could be 
.little progress in limiting weapons, 
if the arms race reaches space. 

“In present-day conditions, 
Moscow believes, it is particularly 
important to prevent the arms 
race from spreading to space ” 
•Edgar Cheporov wrote for the No. 

2 government news agency Nov- 

OStL 

“If this is not achieved, it will be 
unrealistic to hope for putting an 
end to the arms race.” 

Similar warnings have sounded 
from the Kremlin since the Jan. 
7-8 talks between Mr. Shultz and 


were 


announced 


Mr. Gromyko 
last month. 

Soviet officials and media sta- 
tements have stressed that Mos- 
cow wants a quick ban on space 
weapons to result from either the 
Shultz-Gromyko talks or any neg- 
otiations ensuing from that mee- 
ting. 


Mr. Cheporov noted, as other 
Soviet commentators have done in 
recent weeks, that the “Star 
Wars” space weapons envisaged 
by Mr. Reagan are opposed in 
Western Europe but denied that. 
Moscow had done anything to fuel 
this opposition. 

He said the “U.S. military space 
programme threatens the security 
of Western Europe and all man- 
kind.” 


The Geneva talks, he added 
“are called upon to become a 
major landmark of the incoming 
year 1985” and added “the Soviet 
Union is entering into the new dia- 
logue with good and constructive 
intentions.” 


Jayewardene sacks senior minister 


COLOMBO (R) — President 
Junius Jayewardene Monday sac- 
ked a senior cabinet minister who 
opposed his proposals for a pol- 
itical solution to Sri Lanka's racial 


bers of parliament and others in 
which he criticised government 
proposals aimed at ending unrest 
between majority Sinhalese and 
minority Tamils. 


said the letter, which was released 
to the press. 


unrest. 

Official sources had earlier said 
Industries and Scientific Affairs 
Minister Cyril Mathew resigned. 

Mr. Mathew, who is also pre- 
sident of a powerful trade union, 
had sent a note to ministers, raera- 


Mr. Jayewardene said in a letter 
to Mr. Mathew Monday that his 
criticisms violated the rules and 
conventions of the cabinet. 


The president appointed his 
deputy, Denzil Femado, as ind- 
ustries and scientific affairs min- 
ister. 


“I presume you have decided to 
cease to be one of my ministers.” 


Mr. Mathew, a strong opponent 
of the Tamils, said the proposals 
would make the Sinhalese “dis- 
possessed in the only land they 
have to live in”. 


Rescue workers seal off 


burning U.S. coal mine 


ORANGEVILLE, Utah (AP) — 
Workers began sealing a smoke- 
choked coal mine to extinguish .a 
fire that prevented them from 
removing the bodies of 25 miners 
and two others presumed dead 
from deep inside a mountain. 

The crews later stopped the 
operation and were evacuated 
because of a buildup of volatile 
methane gas inside tfie - shaft. 
About 1 00 people were evacuated 
from the Wilberg mine and from 
two nearby company operated 
mines — the Des Bee Dove and 
Deer Creek — when a firefighter 
inside the Wilberg Mine took the 
high methane reading. Robert 
Henrie, a spokesman for Emery 
Mining Corp. said Sunday aft- 
ernoon. 

“He put on his methane metre 
and it went sky high, so everyone 
was evacuated." Henrie said. “We 
have to be very careful." 

Just before the reading was 
taken, the fire broke through a 
barrier that had been erected as a 
firestop, he said. 

The crews were evacuated to a 
company building about 1.6 kil- 
ometres away. None of the fir- 
elighters. rescue workers or sup- 
port personnel was reported mis- 
sing from the tunnel or mine area. 
Henrie said. 


The fire, which broke out Wed- 
nesday, is the worst mine disaster 
in the United States since May 
1972. when 91 miners died in a 
fire in Idaho. 

Meanwhile, grieving relatives 
and friends of the miners sought 
solace in prayer services thr- 
oughout central Utah's coal cou- 
ntry. 

Thedecision to seal the Wilberg 
mine- with the bodies still inside 
was made after the fire that tra- 
pped 26 men and one woman fla- 
red up again early Sunday, driving 
out rescuers. 

“There was no question we had 
to get the people (rescuers) out of 
there,” said Henrie, whose com- 
pany operates the mine. “They 
moved very, very quickly to ret- 
reat.” 

Henrie said state, federal, com- 
pany and union officials together 
agreed to seal' the mine to choke 
off the fire so the bodies could be 
recovered safely. He said it was 
not known how long the sealing 
operation would take. 

Before the evacuations, crews 
worked to erect double seals of a 
synthetic, fireproof, curtain-like 
material as close to the fire as pos- 
sible in the mine's main shaft. The 
mine has no other openings to the 
outside. 
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PROTECTING A LOSS 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
♦ A763 
s?108 
0 1064 
4KQ104 

WEST EAST 

4 K 102 +Q 

UAKQ95 <27642 

0 J 97 0 8532 

453 4J976 

SOUTH 
♦ J9854 
? J3 
0 AKQ 
4AS2 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 <2 Pass Pass 1 ♦ 

Pass 2 4 Pass 4 4 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of <2. 

Sometimes a technically- 

inferior play could be your 
only hope. Even if it needs 
some help from your friends, 
the opponents. 

Although the final contract 
cannot be faulted. South's 
method of getting there 
leaves a great deal to be 
desired. His hand was far too 
strong to reopen with a sim- 
ple suit bid. He should first, 
have doubled to show his 
strength. Then he would not 
have felt compelled to jump, 
to game at his next turn to 
describe his hand. 

West cashed two hearts 
and then shifted to a dub. 
Declarer won in hand and led 
.the jack of spades. West 


.covered to “make sure” of a 
trump trick, and great was 
the fall thereon. . Now 
declarer's only other loser 
was a trump. Making four- 
odd. 

An expert kibitzer remark- 
ed that declarer bad taken an 
inferior line. South's play of 
the jack of spades at trick 
two would succeed only 
against a singleton 10 with 
East and both higher honors 
with West He pointed out 
the technically correct way 
to handle the suit was to lead 
to the ace in the hope of find- 
ing West with a singleton 
king or queen— that was 
twice as likely as hoping East 
held the singleton 10. 

Declarer simply thanked 
him without even bothering 
to point out the fallacy of the 
kibitzer’s logic. While it is 
true, in the abstract, the best . 
way to play this spade com- 
bination is to lead low to the 
ace, that could not succeed 
here. West was virtually 
marked with a guarded 
spade honor, or the king- 
queen, for his opening bid, so 
declarer's lead of the jack 
could not cost. If the suit 
broke 2-2, it made no dif- 
ference; if East did hold the 
singleton 10, it was the win- 
ning play. And it had the 
added advantage that, every 
now and then, some careless 
defender would cover from a 
holding such as West's! 


NEW YORK (R) — Americans 
apparently confused by President 
Reagan's criticism of UNESCO 
have sharply decreased their cqjja 
tributions to the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
Newsweek magazine reported. 
The United States has ann- 
-jnced it will quit the United Nat- 
as Educational, Scientific and 
cultural Organisation (UNE- 
SCO) next week, charging the 
Paris-based organisation with ine- 
ffective and politicised policies. 

Instead of ordering UNICEF 
Christmas cards — a traditional 
source of revenue for children's 
programmes — many Americans 
have written that they “agree with 
President Reagan's position”, 
Newsweek reported. 

“People are writing or phoning 
us to say that they* re unhappy with 
our policies,” a UNICEF spo- 
keswoman told newsweek. “We 
have really tried to clear up this 
confusion, but we haven't had 
much success so far." 


Bangladesh 

police 

attacked over 


student death 


DHAKA (R) — A university 
administrator Monday protested 
against the death of a student lea- 
der who was shot by police during 
a 48-hour national anti- 
government strike which left Ban- 
gladesh paralysed over the wee- 
kend. 

M.A. Rakib, vice chancellor of 
Rajshahi University, protested 
against what he described as pol- 
ice excesses during the strike. He 
also demanded “exemplary pun- 
ishment" for those responsible for 
the deaths of the student and ano- 
ther person on Saturday. 

Students at Rajshahi and at two 
other universities were evacuated 
from their campuses to ease ten- 
sion over the strike, called by opp- 
osition groups to force President 
Hossain Muhammad Ershad to 
end martial law and restore dem- 
ocracy. 

The strike was staged in def- 
iance of a two-day ban on all pol- 
itical activities which ended this 


morning. 

The country’s two main opp- 
osition alliances headed by Sheikh 
Hasina Wazed and Begum Kha- 
leda Zia described the strike as a 
turning point in their movement 
for democracy. • 

“People have again given their 
verdict against martial (aw and 
military rule. As such Gen. Ershad 
has no right to cling to power any 
more," they said in identical sta- 
tements Monday. 

The opposition alliances and 
other groups were holding mee- 
tings' in Dhaka and other centres 
Monday to protest against the two 
deaths at Rajshahi which is in 
northern Bangladesh. 


S. Africa 


accuses 


world of 


interfering 


PRETORIA (R) — President 
P.W. Botha said Monday that 
South Africa was on the threshold 
of an era of peace and prosperity 
but he accused the world of int- 
erfering with his country to hide its 
own problems. 

“South Africa must con- 
tinuously take into account a 
world community which wants to 
hide so many of its own problems 
and shortcomings behind a cal- 
culated campaign against our cou- 
ntry and its people," he said in a 
televised Christmas message. 

“The government will use every 
means at its disposal to prevent 
interference in our domestic aff- 
airs by forces from outside," Mr. 
Botha said. 

Referring to a new constitution 
which" fir the first time grants a 
junior ‘role in the white gov- 
ernment to radians and Coloureds 
(people of mixed race) but- exc- 
ludes the black majority, ’ Mr. 
Botha said 1984 would be rec- 
orded in history as the year of 
“meaningful constitutional dev- 
elopment." 

Opponents of the government 
have condemned the constitution 
as a sham, saying that the apa- 
rtheid racial separation system is 
still in place. Blacks are still being 
stripped of their South African cit- 
izenship and dumped in tribal 
“homelands’'- 

Mr. Botha blamed radicals for 
provoking riots this year in black 
townships in which some 1 70 peo- 
ple were killed, most of them shot 
by the security forces. He praised 
the army and the police for mai- 
ntaining internal and external sec- 
urity. 


Prisoners to be freed 


Eighty-five long-term South 
African prisoners, two of them jai- 
led for endangering state security, 
will be freed under a Christmas 
amnesty decided by President 
P.W. Botha, the Prisons Dep- 
artment announced Monday. 

The two, regarded as political 
prisoners by government opp- 
onents, are 78 and 76 years old 
and have already served most of 
their sentences. 

The others, all over 65 years of 
age, were jailed for offences ran- 
ging from theft to homicide. 
Names have not been published. 

The two security prisoners are 
among 44 people to be released by 
the end of the year. A further 41 
long-term prisoners will be free'd 
over the next few years. 

This is the first such amnesty 
since 1981. 



LONG QUEUE: Indians stand in line waiting to vote in the general elections Tuesday! The voting 
win be over on December 27 (AP wirephoto) ■ 


44 killed in S. African bus crash 


PORT ELIZABETH, South Afr- 
ica (A?) — A crowded bus car- 
eened off a mountain pass and 
overturned early Monday, killing 
44 black passengers who were ret- 
urning from Cape Town to the 
black homeland of Transkei for 
Christmas, police said. 

About 44 other passengers 
were injured in the crash near 
Cradock in southern South Africa, 
said Col. Gerrie Van Rooyen, pol- 
ice spokesman for the Eastern 
Cape province. 


Many victims were pinned for 
hours beneath the overturned bus, 
which went off the road at a curve 
in heavy rain at dawn between - 
Cradock and Graaff-Reinet, the 
South African Press Association - 
said. 


no more than 60 sitting passengers 
and 15 standing riders. Van Roo- 
yen said. He said he did not know 
the limit for the bus involved in the 
crash. 


Ambulances, police cars and 
private cars ferried victims to the 
Cradock Hospital about 60 kil- 
ometres east of the crash site. Van 
Rooyen said. 


Most buses are licensed to carry 


Hundreds of thousands of 
blacks with permits to live in white 
cities return to their home villages 
by train, bus and taxi van for the 
-Christmas holidays, often their 
only visit home in the year. The 
vehicles often are dangerously 
overloaded. 


U.K. strike to continue during Christmas 


LONDON (R) — Miners and 
management in the British coal 
industry were still talking tough as 
the deadlocked strike entered 
Christmas week — the 42nd week 
since it started. 

Strike leader Arthur Scar gill, 
who plans to spend Tuesday on a 
picket tine, told supporters in his 
home coalfield in Yorkshire, 
north England; ‘‘This is a Chr- 
istmas of hope. We are fighting for 
Christmases yet to come.” 

And at the state coal board/ 
plans emerged for a fresh cam? 
paign in the coming days to per- 
suade the miners to abandon the 
strike and return to work. 

The two sides have not neg- 
otiated directly for almost eight 
weeks and the continuing sta- 
lemate prompted the Anglican 


Archbishop of York to call for a 
new peace initiative. 

Archbishop John Habgood said 
in a radio interview attitudes were 
still hardening and the strike 
‘would cause lasting damage in 
.mining communities. 

“ I think there is going to-have to 
be a major new effort in the New 
Year to try to find some sort of 
basis for reconciliation," he said. 

About two-thirds of the cou- 
ntry^ 189,000 coalminers have 
been on strike since March 12. 
- They are fighting coal board plans 
to close 201oss-makmg mines and 
to cut the workforce by 20,000, 
largely through voluntary red- 
undancies. 

They have survived- on state 
welfare payments and subsidies 
from supporters and other trade 


unions. A national appeal raised 
more than £360,000 ($430,000) 
to help their families through Chr- 
istmas. 

" The prospect of Christmas wit- 
hout money took its toll on the 
strike, however, and the board 
said more than 10,000 returned to 
work in November to earn special 
bonuses. 


The board, which says it has 
made its final offer and cannot 
abandon its right to dose pits it 
feels are exhausted, is now pla- 
nning a fresh propaganda drive. 


It will publish advertisements 
restating its terms for ending the 
dispute and aiming to show the 
strikers their action has no chance 
of causing coal shortages as stocks 
remain high. 


Vietnamese seize Khmer Rouge base 


BANGKOK (R) — The Vie- 
tnamese army overran a Khmer 
.Rouge stronghold in Kampuchea 
near the Thai border last Friday, a 
Thai officer said Monday. 

He - said about 800 Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas and 500 dvilians 
fled across the border into south 
east Thailand, leaving large qua- 
ntities of weapons, ammunition 


■and provisions behind. They have 
since left Thai territory. 

• Daily clashes along the per- 
'imeter of the huge AmpQ Camp in 
north western Kampuchea have 
increased concern among the gue- 
rrillas that Vietnamese soldiers 
would soon attack the resistance 
headquarters there. The camp has ‘ 
about 23,000 civilians. 


The Khmer Rouge and two 
other Kampuchean guerrilla gro- 
ups are fighting the Vietnamese- 
backed government from bases 
along the Thai border. 

Vietnam, which has between 
160,000 and 180,000 troops in 
Kampuchea, began a dry-season 
offensive against the resistance in 
November. 


Gaulists blast government over Kanaks 


PARIS (R) — France’ s right-wing 
opposition, apparently with an eye 
to general elections in 198*6, has 
stepped up attacks on the Socialist 
government over its handling of- 
independence claims by a min- 
ority group in New Caledonia. 

The simmering political row 
over the future of the South Pac- 
ific territory has sparked inc- 
reasingly angry exchanges in 
Paris, with Prune Minister Lau- 
rent Fabius accusing the right at 
the weekend of “pouring oil on 
the fire". 

Mr. Fabius was responding to 
mounting criticism of attempts by 
government envoy Edgard Pisan i 
to draft an independence formula 
acceptable to all communities of 
New Caledonia. 

Mr. Pisani has been given until 
the end of next month to find a 
solution to the conflict between 
indigenous Kanaks seeking Ind- 


ependence and a majority of white 
settlers and immigrants who fav- 
our continued ties with France. 

Charles Pasqua, leader of the 
opposition RPR Party in the Sen- 
ate, increased the stakes on Friday 
by threatening to invoke a rare 
procedure under which members 
of the government can be tried by 
a special high court — implicitly 
on treason charges. 


empowered to try a president or 
government ministers for high 
treason or other serious charges. 

The last attempt by the RPR to 
convene the court in a separate 
dispute in 1983 was rejected by 
the National Assembly, where the 
Socialists have a majority. 


“It is clear that, against the 
popular wish, the government 
wants to impose independence on 
New Caledonia. Our duty is to 
fight to keep the territory in the 
French Republic," Mr. Pasqua 
said. ~i 


In a rare closing of conservative 
ranks, RPR leader Jacques Chirac 
joined five other former prime 
ministers and former President 
Valery Giscard cTEstaing in iss- 
uing a statement saying the gov- 
ernment was undermining the 
constitution and French interests. 


“If developments warrant it. we 
will move towards having those 
responsible appear before the 
high court.'; 

■ * The court, com prising 24 judges 
and 12 members of parliament, is 


The right-wing has also charged 
the government with failing to 
maintain law and order in New 
Caledonia, where at least 1 2 peo- 
ple have died in political violence- 
which flared last month when mil- 
itant Kanaks set up a self-styled 
provisional government. 


Soviet flotilla to take part in joint exercises with Cuba 


MIAMI, Florida (AP) — A Soviet 
naval flotilla was headed for Cuba 
and was expected to remain in the 
Caribbean for at least a month to 
participate in joint mflitazy exe- 
rcises with Cuban forces, a U.S. 
Navy spokesman said. 

Lt. Cradr. Craig Quigley said 
the Navy frigate USS Vreeland 
and two P-3 Orion aircraft were 
keeping watch on the two 
guided-missile frigates, a rep- 
lenishment oiler, a submarine and 
a guided-missile destroyer which 
left the Soviet Union in mid- 
December. 

As of midday Sunday, the flo-. 
tilla was approaching the so-called 
Mayaguana Passage, — a gateway 
to the Caribbean near the -Turks 
and Caicos Islands in the Bah- 
amas, and about 200 kilometres 
north of Cuba. Quigley said in a 
telephone interview from the 
naval air station in Jacksonville. 

Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 


nberger said Sunday on ABC tel- 
evision the pentagon would clo- 
sely monitor the Soviet ships. 

Asked if the movement rep- 
resented anything more than rou- 
tine manoeuvres. Mr. Weinberger 
said, “ We don’t know ... that dose, 
to the continental United States, 
of course, we have to keep a very 
close watch." 

Asked if the Soviet flotilla had 
any bearing on tensions in Central 
America, Mr. Weinberger replied, 
“ That* s what we have to look for. 

I don't really know.” 

Quigley and about two dozen 
reporters flew over the flotilla 
Sunday aboard navy planes to 
look doser at the ships, inducting a 
Soviet Tango class diesel-electric - 
submarine. 

“The ships did not vary their 
course speed. I'm sure they were 
taking pictures of us as we were 
taking pictures of them. It was a 
low-key event," he said. 


He said -the navy became aware 
of the Soviet voyage to the Car- 
ibbean — the 24th since 1969 and 
. the second so far this year — thr- 
ough a Dec. 18 artide in the 
Communist Party newspaper Pra- 
vda, which said the flotilla would 
participate in Cuba Liberation 
Day, the anniversary of Fide! Cas- 
tro' s rise to power in January 
1959. ' 

" Historically, they’ve stayed in 
the Caribbean 35 days on the ave- 
rage ... they’ve participated in 
joint nevai exercises with the 
Cuban Navy as well as made port 
of calls at Havana and Cien Fue- 
gos (on the southern coast of. 
Cuba)" Quigley said. 

“ We-don’t see any threat in this 
deployment. There have been 
other deployments and there’s 
been no cause for alarm." he 
said. “ We watch them with great 
interest, not alarm." 

The 3 ,8 00- ton frigates Zad- 


omyy and Razitelnyy are designed 
for anti-submarine warfare, he 
said. Each is about 122 metre 
long. 

The 7, 500-ton, 152 metre-long 
destroyer, the Otlichnny, is dev- 
eloped for anti-surface warfare, 
he said. 

“This is the first time a 
guided-missile destroyer of this 
class has ever made the trip,". Qui- 
gley said, explaining the first ship 
of that class was launched in 1 980.- 

He said he did not know wfaat 
type of weapons the ships carried. 

Pravda reported that one of the 
frigates took off from the Black 
Sea, while the other vessels came 
through the North Sea, he said. ■ 
They met near the Azores Islands,, 
off the west coast of Africa. 

The last such Soviet voyage to 
the Caribbean was in March and 
April, when the helicopter carrier 
Leningrad was in the area, Qui- 
gley said. 



Japan seizes 
record number 
of handguns 


Ail. 


TOKYO (AP) — Police have sei- 
zed a postwar reebrd 1,702: han- 
dguns so far this year, manyrpf 
.them apparently smuggled ^ ' 
: egally into Japan, mainly fir 
Philippines and the United ! 
Japan's Kyodo News Serviced 
otted Sunday. Quoting the ™ 
ional police agency, Kyodtfagj 
the number of handguns seize4|r 
of Nov. 30 was 60 per cent ntfire 
than in all of 1983 and 138 more 
than the previous record of r$53 
in all of 1976. In Japan, posse®rin 
of handguns, except by polksbrui 
Some antique gun collections^ 
banned by law, but underworld 
groups known as “yakuza” (gap. 
gsters) have guns. Of the seized 
-handguns. 560 were toy guns 
remodeled to fire, Kyodo rep- 
orted. 


Thatcher’s ancestors 
were bootmakers 


ope. 


Soviet paper 
appeals to save 
Christmas trees 


MOSCOW (R) — Pine forests are 
dying out in the Soviet Union and 
Soviets may soon be celebrating 
their new year festival with bun- 
dles of twigs or artifical trees ins- 
tead of the traditional fir, a daily 
newspaper reported. Sot- 
sialisticheskaya Industriya said 
more than 50 million firs were, cut 
down each December but there 
were not enough new trees to rep- 
lace them as they needed five to 
seven years to grow. The paper 
said local authorities in the Rep- 
ublic of Armenia had already int- 
roduced a ban on felling fir tieies. 
Sooner or later other areas would 
have to follow suit. It urged people 
to adopt the 1 8th Century Russian 
tradition of decorating bunches of 
twigs, saying they were far more 
practical and could even be placed 
in offices, or to buy artificial fries 
in a bid to save the disappearing 
forests. 


Smokers to get . 
tougher warning 


MELBOURNE (R) — Australian 
smokers are to get tougher war- 
nings on their cigarette .packets 
'about the hazards of smoking, 
health officials said. They said the 
new warnings, to appear 'tin all 
tobacco products, would Be brief 
and forceful rather than long and 
academic. The present caution, 
"warning — smoking is a health 
hazard”, was considered too weak 
by a meeting of health ministers of 
Australia’s six states, officials said. 
They considered slogans such as: 
“Smoking causes heart disease,’' 
smoking reduces your life,*’ 
“smoking causes lung cancer," 
and “the more you smoke , the 
more you risk your health." They 
will draw up the precise wording at 
a conference in the middle of watt 
year. 


Bullet-filled log 
turns home Into 
shooting range 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A- log 
made of pressed sawdust for borne 
use unleashed a salvo of bullets in 
the living room of a startled Sau 
Francisco family, injuring nobody 
but hitting a couch, police said. 
The log, bought at a local sup- 
ermarket, had apparently been 
boobytrapped with six or seven 
bullets. The ammunition exploded 
when the log wa& put on a fire al 
the unnamed family’s Home.. The 
family called police because they 
thought the explosions were aur- 
sed by firecrackers. Bui poBce 
found spent ammumtiom-^ano- T 
luding a 22 calibre bullet dfeefa 
hit the couch. 
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LONDON lR) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
comes from a long line of farm 
labourers, servants, and cobblers. % 
according to genealogists. The-* 
grocer's daughter who became 
Britain' s first woman premier also % 
has Irish blood on her father’s side 
from Catherine Selewin, boro 
1811. a washerwoman of County 
Kerry. Research carried out by 
genealogist Giles Fielding and 
published by the Mail on Sunday 
newspaper shows that most of tbe_ 
men on her father’s side were boo- 
tmakers in Northampton, central 
England. Her mother's lineage 
includes labourers, cotragers aod 
servants in rural Lincolnshire. 
One of her grandfathers was a clo- 
akroom attendant at a railway sta- 
tion. Thatcher, the only second 
Conservative Party leader not 
plucked from Britain's upper-cla- 
sses, apparently has none of the 
exalted origins which make her 
close ally. President Reagan, a 
cousin of all the monarchsofEur- 
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